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Pogona -
From an Australian Perspective

Within Australia, the Bearded
Dragons or Jew Lizards are among the
best-known lizards, with various species
of this genus (Pogona) occurring in most
parts of mainland Australia in alt mainland
states. These lizards and the Water Drag-
ons (Physignathus spp.) are sometimes
confused with or mis-identified as the Frill-
necked Lizard {Chlamydosaurus kingii) by
non-herpetological people. Atalmostevery
second party in the southern states, some-
one tells of the “Frill-necked Lizard" they
found in their yard. Usually the “Frill-
necked Lizard” is a Bearded Drageon of
some form.

The first-described species of the
genus now known as Pogona was the
Bearded Dragon Pogona barbata of the
wetter parts of the east and southeast of
Australia, including parts of the Murray/
Darting basin. Up until recent years, many
other species in the genus were incorrectly
diagnosed as this species. This is particu-
larly for specimens of a related form
Pogona vitticeps. That similar species is
known to occur throughout inland and drier
parts of Eastern Australia, extending into
the central Australian deserts.

 Besides these two more well-
known species, there are some other de-
scribed forms of Pogona as well as possi-
bly undescribed forms. [t is likely that liz-
ards currently assigned to vitticeps or
barbata may in fact comprise other spe-
cies. Until a proper taxonomic evaluation
of these lizards takes place, however, any
such idea remains in the realms of specu-
lation. In classical zoology different spe-
cies cannot crossbreed and produce fer-
tile young but it appears that different

Pogona species can do so in captive con-
ditions.

General

All Pogona are relatively large
terrestrial and semi-arboreat lizards. They
tend to have broad, triangular heads, het-
erogeneous body scales, flattened body
and relatively short tail which has a dis-
tinctive lateral series of spinose scales on
either side of the base (Cogger, 1992). The
tympanum (eardrum) is exposed, while
pre-anal and femoral pores are present,
(see photos in order to better gauge the
appearance of these lizards).

Although found in a variety of
habitats, ranging from wet forests to
deserts, these lizards are most commonly
seeh in open woodlands and similar habi-
tats. While many reptile species are found
in greater numbers in hilly or rocky areas,
no such correlation appears to be the case
with Pogona. While found at any time of
year, these lizards are seen in largest num-
bers (in most areas) during the spring
months of late August to late October, when
they appear to be most active.

Specimens are usually seen
when active or basking during the day, of-
ten when driving along roads in suitable
areas. Pogona often bask on fence posts
and other elevated spots. In parts of West-
ern New South Wale, for example, the best
way to find these lizards (in the appropri-
ate weather) is for one person to drive a
car along a road, with two passengers look-
ing at fence posts on either side of the road.
The large Pogona are easily seen sitting
on top of often narrow wood, metal or con-
crete posts. It is usually easy to pick up
the large {adult) lizards dolloping them-
selves on the top of relatively narrow posts.
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It appears that Pogona species
prefer open wooded habitats and often
seam to be in largest numbers in recently-
burnt areas. | recall some years ago find-
ing a concentraticn of Bearded Dragons
{Pogona barbata), in a relatively small,
burnt-out part of the otherwise unburned
Harold Reid Reserve, in the Sydney sub-
urb of Middle Cove. These lizards seemed
scarce in other parts of the reserve.
Whether this abundance was due to
greater visibility of these lizards in the burnt
area, lizards moving in from outside, or in-
creased breeding activity was never cer-
tain, but my gut feeling is that it was due to
a combination of all three. Similar increased
concentrations of Bearded Dragons
(Pogona barbata) were noted in recently
burnt areas of Terry Hills, on Sydney’s
northern outskirts. Other factors will in-
crease humbets in given areas. The Cobar
tip is a well-known area for finding Pogona
vitticeps. Resting specimens shelter un-
der sheets of tin. There certainly appears
to be a far greater population-density of
these lizards here than in surrounding
bushland.

In the wild, diet is varied and this
also varies with locality and time of year.
Victorian herpetologist Fred Rossignoli
noted that most wild Pogona vitticeps seen
by him seemed to have eaten mainly
seeds. That observation was based on
looking at their faeces. | have noticed that
at certain times of year, in some areas,
beetles feature prominently in their diet.
These lizards are known to feed on flow-
ers and other vegetable matter, yellow
Dandelions being a frequently-quoted item
(e.g9. Kennerson and Cochrane, 1881).
Captives readily take cockroaches, crick-
ets, mealworms, earthworms and other
smail animals. Small rodents are also
taken.
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Mating behaviour has been ob-
served mainly in captive specimens. Males
will compete for mates and will use vari-
ous forms of head-bobbing and other
movements to communicate. These lizards
commonly tail-bite and are known to injure
one another in some circumstances, both
in the wild and in captivity. In the wild,
breeding activity starts with the onset of
warmer weather, which in most parts of
their range commences in late August or
at worst by the end of September. All are
egg-layers, sometimes producing more
than one cluich per season. Incubation
times for Pogona eggs incubated at about
28.9 degrees Celsius have been noted as
ranging from 45-79 days (de Vosjoli and
Mailloux, 1993). Weiss and Weiss (1994)
noted that eggs of Pogona can be incu-
bated at anywhere between 80 and 90
degrees Fahrenheit, resulting in a 45-70
day incubation. It is likely that incubation
times for wild specimens will tend towards
the longer end of the spectrum (or perhaps
even longer) due to cooler (on average)
conditions in the wild, although research
in this area is lacking. The latitude of po-
tential incubation temperatures for the eggs
of most species of reptile is far wider than
many hobbyists seem to realize.

Breeding in wild Pogona has
been relatively rarely documented. In Syd-
ney (at West Head), a Pogona barbatawas

2 Great NEW products Crom

observed laying eggs in a hole dug on a
bush track on November 29th 1981, indi-
cating this to be the breeding season in
this part of Australia (Hoser 1991). Worrell
(1970) gives an account of how eggs are
laid in this species which appears to be in
line with other reports (and what | have
observed). He states ‘The female scoops
a hole and buries herself in it to deposit
her eggs; these may number eight to
twenty-four. Having deposited the clutch,
the lizard emerges from the hole and care-
fully covers it

Where Pogona occur, it seems to
be a rule that only one species occurs at a
time. They appear to be mutually exclu-
sive. This however may not always be the
case. The question of relationships be-
tween species in the wild will only be an-
swered with further observations and re-
search. Because collecting of these ani-
mals in the wild is usually banned in Aus-
tralia, few herpetologists will publish or
admit that they have been travelling parts
of Australia in search of these lizards.

It has been noted that in parts of
inland Eastern Australia both Pogona
barbata and P.vitticeps occur in relatively
close proximity. However within these ar-
eas, each species appears to be restricted
to particular habitat and/or soil type and
there appears to be no overlap. A study
on the distribution
patterns of both
species is long over-
due. Around Syd-
ney there appears
to be an interesting
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situation involving the Bearded Dragon
(Pogona barbata) and the Jacky Lizard
(Amphibolorus muricatus). That is that nei-
ther species seems to occur in the same
areas. For example in Kurringai Chase,
the bearded Dragon (Pogona barbata)
seems to be the only species in the area.
In Royal National Park in areas such as
Engadine and Waterfall, it seems the Jacky
is the species encountered. There may
be exceptions to this trend, but at best they
are relatively unusual. Other cases are
Middle Harbor (P. barbata only), South-
bank Lane Cove River/Gladesville, (A.
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Above right: Pogona mitchelli from
Shay Gap, Western Australia. This
specimen was found in a termite
mound.

Below right: Pogona muricatus from
Macquarie University (Sydney area).
This species may compete with P.
barbata around Sydney.

All photographs by Raymond Hoser.
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muricatus only), Long Reef (A. muricatus
only), Wyee (A. muricatus only).

Jacky Dragons as adults are
probably only a quarter of the weight of
Bearded Dragons, but to an observer such
as myself, itis hard to differentiate the habi-
tat-preferences of either species. They both
seem remarkably similar (including the fact
that both like fence posts in farming areas).
As it is presumed that both species must
compete in some way, it would be an inter-
esting course of study to work out what
makes one species dominate in one area,
while the other dominates in very similar
habitat in nearby areas. (Relationships
with other agamid species such as East-
ern Water Dragons (Physignathus
lesueurii) or Mountain Dragons
(Tympanocryptis diemensis) appear irrel-
evant

Perhaps | should note that work-
ing out what occurs where in places like
Sydney is getting harder all the time. As
far back as 20 years ago, | caught an adult
Pvitticeps in a lightly wooded paddock in
the then outer Sydney suburb of
Bankstown. Clearly the lizard had come
from elsewhere (P. vitticeps come from no-
where near Sydney), but if | had known no
better, | would have concluded it was a
native inhabitant. As another example,
around Sydney, the only native Cunning-
ham’s Skink (Egernia cunninghami) is the
Sandstone form (for at least 100 km in all
directions). However, it is not rare to find
specimens of the Granite (or highland) form
in bushland around Sydney which have
descended from specimens released in the
past by persons who had collected them
from places west of Sydney, such as
Oberon, Bathurst and Lithgow.

In Sydney, areas with P. barbata
and other areas with A. muricatus tend to

be separated by urban sprawl. This would
not have always been the case. A useful
study area would be the interactions be-
tween the two species in areas where both
oceur. In parts of western New South Wales
such as Dubbo, a similar situation seems
to exist in many areas with Pogona
barbatus and the dragon Amphibolorus
nobbi. The former species tends to be
found in lower, open woodland habitats,
while the latter is usually seen in sandy and
elevated habitats. However in these cases,
both species occur in close proximity when
preferred habitats meet. An investigation
into competing relationships between both
species would be useful.

The ecology of Pogona in the wild
has been studied by Badham (now
Caughley) and others, with several papers
being published in the journal Copeia and
elsewhere, including Warburg (1965),

Badham (1971), Brattstrom (1971),
Bartholomew and Tucker (1963) and Car-
penter, Badham and Kimble (1970). Inthe
wild state, these lizards adopt the behav-
iour of shuttling heliotherms. Their activ-
ity-patterns are largely dictated by ambi-
ent temperatures and the lizards’ ability to
operate at optimal temperatures within the
environment. In cooler weather, the lizards
bask until optimal temperature is reached,
before other activity is commenced. Bask-
ing is resumed when temperature falls be-
low a certain level. At higher temperatures,
the lizards avoid the heat of the day and
alter activity-periods accordingly. There-
fore, most active lizards are seen when
temperatures fall within the preferred
range, which often equates with spring and
autumn.

For example, when searching for
reptiles in South Australia on two days

P. barbatus (adult) from St. Claire, New South Wales.

Raymond Hoser

THE REPTILE MASTERS LTD
LITTLE WARLEY HALL LANE

WEST HORNDON,
NeEAR BRENTWOOD,
ESSEX, CM13 3EN
TEL: 01277 811822
FAX: 01277 812013

109 West Cherry Hill Road
Reisterstown, MD 21136

Come and visit the largest Reptile
House in the South. All of our stock

is beautifully displayed to the public.
We supply snakes, toads, spiders,
iguanas, lizards, live and frozen foods,
plus all the accessories you require.
Too much to list.

VisA

Phone: 410/ 526-4184
Fax: 410/ 526-8330

1000's of Discount Books and
Related Herp Supplies.

Send legal size S.A.S.E. for a free catalog.
Dealer inquiries Welcome
Open 7 days a week
Trade welcome - Friendly service and free advice
Mail order/Visa/Mastercard/Welcome

3

32 THE REPTILIAN MAGAZINE




when the temperature was about 40 de-
grees Celsius, no bearded dragons were
seen. On the following, cooler day, when
the temperature was in the low 20’s, a
Bearded Pragon (P vilticeps) was seen
active and crossing a road, near Port
Augusta. Bradshaw and Main (1968) pub-
lished results of a study of thermoregulatory
behavior in Pogona species. Richard Wells
was perhaps the first to detail true’ hiber-
nation in Pogona (Wells 1870). It has since
been determined to be routine in areas
such as Sydney (which is in one of the
cooler parts of the lizard’s range. For ex-
ample in 1973, when searching for reptiles
in bushland near Campbelitown in Syd-
ney’'s southwest with Gary Stevenson, |
lifted a large slab of sandstone to find a
large, sleeping Pogona barbata resting
under the rock. The rock was well embed-
ded and the lizard had dug a lengthy bur-
row to get to where it was resting. The
weather at the time was sunny, it was mid
winter, the site was sheltered by large
bushes and the lizard was in an obviously
torpid state.

With all Pogona species, there is

significant variation in colour between lo-
cality and to a lesser extent within a single
locality. Likewise for characteristics such
as spinoseness and cther details which
may be used to differentiate between spe-
cies. ltis also assumed that seasonal and
other behavior varies between locality and
perhaps among individual specimens
within a given area.

Taxonomy

A number of papers have been
published in relation to the taxonomy of
Pogona in Australia, including Badham
(1976), Storr, (1982) and Welis and Wel-

lington (1985). However, it is likely that

there may be further changes in nomen-
clature in the future. The name Pogona is
itself relatively new. Before Glen Storr of
the Western Australian Museum assigned
these lizards this name, in 1982, they were
lumped into the genus Amphibolorus with
a number of other Australian agamid spe-
cies.

Even now, a number of forms are
regarded by some as subspecies, while
others treat them as full species. | have no
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strong opinions either way and what fol-
lows is the majority (consensus) view and
not what is necessarily correct. There are
currently eight species of Pogona recog-
nized, all restricted to continental Australia.
A number of keys have been devised which
detail the key diagnostic characteristics of
species, enabling people to differentiate
species. These keys do not work 100% of
the time. A key is provided in Cogger
(1992). Distribution maps published in the
recent literature have been republished
here. However it is probable that the de-
tails of these maps are inaccurate due to
past misidentification of Pogona species,
(particuiarly with the smalier varieties) re-
sulting in wider-than-actual distributions
being documented in some cases, while
in other cases specimens may not have
been found in areas where they occur.

The 8 species recognized to date are as
follows:-

Pogona barbata - Found in wooded parts
of Eastern Australia, including cleared ar-
eas, exceptfor very cool regions and Cape
York. It is a large species of variable col-
our distinguished from its relative P vitti-
ceps by its less robust body and the pos-
session of an orderly row of spines along
the lateral edge of the body, which contin-
ues over the forearm (Cogger, 1992). It
tends to be more crypticin its behavior than -
P. vitticeps. It has an adult snout-vent
length of about 25 cm.

Pogona vitliceps - Found in drier parts of
Eastern Australia, to the red centre. This
large species of variable colour is perhaps
the most variable of all Pogona. For ex-
ample those from parts of the Eyre Penin-
sula are red in colour (when excited), while
in other areas, specimens are reddish or
grey. In some areas, specimens have red
heads, in other areas, red eyes are com-
moen, while these are absent elsewhere.
De Vosjoli and Mailloux (1996a) show a
number of morphs of P, vitticeps in USA
herpetoculture. The geographical origins of
these morphs is not given, while some of
the specimens depicted may in fact be
hybrids of morphs from more than one
area. Adult snout-vent length is usually
about 20 cm, but larger specimens occur
in some areas. Itis presumed that P, vitti-
cepsand P barbata have been cross-bred
in captivity outside of Australia, but this
doesn’t appear to have been documented
in the literature (see account of P.
henrylawsoni below).

Pogona microlepidota - Presently known
only from the Kimberley area, in Northwest
Western Australia in the vicinity of the
Drysdale River and nearby areas in the
Kimberley. It is essentially similar in many
respects to P barbata, from which it is sepa-
rated by the fact that it is smaller as an
adult and lacks a series of transverse
spines across the throat. It lacks nuchal
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spines parallel to the vertebral column as
found in P. minima. It is separated from P.
minor by the fact that the occipital row of
spines on each side fails to meet the tem-
poral row of spines. Adult snout-vent length
is thought to average about 14 cm. In 1985,
Richard Wells and Ross Wellington pro-
posed that this species should be placed
in a genus by itself, namely Uxoriousauria.
To date, however, few if any other authors
have adopted use of the name. Richard
Wells maintains that this species is sub-
stantially different in several ways from the
other Pogona but if such is the case, to me
it doesn’t seem readily noticeable from
photos | have seen. (I've never seen a live
animal).

Pogona nullarbor - Known from the
Nullarbor Plain and nearby areas in West-
ern Australia and South Australia. The spe-
cies was described as recently as 1976,
by Judy Badham. It is a medium-sized
Pogona distinguished from other small
Western Australian Pogona by having 3-7
rows of large spines rather than just one
or a broken row along the dorso-ventral
angle of the body. Adults average 140 cm
in snout-vent length. This species has been
bred in captivity in Australia, but remains
rarely kept due to restrictive licensing laws
here. Most specimens are found in the
immediate vicinity of the main Eyre High-
way.

Pogona minor - (Also known as Dwarf
Bearded Dragon). Some authorities believe
that this species includes those lizards oth-
erwise known as Pogona minima and P,
mitchelli, (e.g. Storr, Smith and Johnstone
1983, Wilson and Knowles 1988). | am
unable to offer an opinion one way or the
other, so here tentatively treat all three as
separate (but very similar) forms/species.
All three are found in the western half of
the country in a variety of habitats ranging
from heaths and woodlands to extremely
arid deserts. Pogona minoroccurs in most
parts of Western Australia, except for parts
of the Kimberley and Pilbara as well as the
far south and adjoining parts of the North-
ern Territory and South Australia. It is dif-
ferentiated from P minima by it's lack of
nuchal rows of spines parallel to the verte-
bral column, while it is differentiated from
P. mitchelliby its lack of contiguous, stout,
conical spines in the spine rows of the
head. It averages about 16 cm in adult
snout-vent length. Distribution information
for Pminor, P. minima and P. mitchelli is
essentially that given by Storr, Smith and
Johnstone, 1983.

Pogona minima - (see above). It is known

‘from the Houtman Abrolhos (North east
Wallabi Island and West Wallabi Island). It
is distinguishable from the above species
by its much longer limbs and tail. Aver-
ages 16 cm in adult snout-vent length.

Pogona mitchelli - (also see P.minor -
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above). Known from arid parts of North-
west Australia, including most of the Pilbara
and adjoining parts of the Great Sandy
Desert and possibly the Northern Territory.
In common with many other remote area
reptiles, little is known of this species. My
only experience with this lizard has been
some seen dead on roads near Port
Hedland in Western Australia, except for a
single live specimen found by myself shel-
tering during the day inside a large termite
mound, (that is the specimen previously
depicted in The Reptilian Magazine,
(Hoser, 1996). Although in my travels in
the Pilbara | did not see very many of these
lizards, this does not mean they are un-
common. The time of year and weather
conditions were probably not optimal for
these lizards, which probably meant most
: : took to shelter/cover and were therefore
: : 3 2 not visible to me. Average adult snout-vent
Rl S : T length is about 14 cm.

Raymond Hoser

Pogona vitticeps from Port Augusta, South Australi

Pogona henrylawsoni - This species was
first formally described in 1985 by Wells
and Wellington, even though it had been
known to herpetologists in Australia and
elsewhere for many years. The name
(henrylawsoni) took some years to become
widely accepted for a number of reasons.
Following publication of two papers in 1984
and 1985, a number of rival herpetologists
petitioned the International Commission for
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) to for-
mally suppress all new names adopted by
Wells and Wellington in their papers. This
application took some time to be heard and
was eventually rejected, with the decision
being taken to allow each name to be de-
cided on a case-by-case basis by peers,
and using the usual rules of taxonomy and
priority. Therefore although Wells and
Wellington stood accused of having con-
ducted taxonomic vandalism and given ex-
cessively brief descriptions of species, the
fact remained that in the main they had
assigned names to previously unnamed
species within accepted rules and there-
fore the names they assigned were to re-
main in force. Among these species was
Pogona henrylawsoni. Wells and Welling-
ton also correctly countered critics by stat-
ing that their descriptions were substan-
tially more detailed than those of a number
of other prominent Australian herpetolo-
gists including Glen Storr. Much of the dis-
pute revolved around personality conflicts;
you see Richard Wells had experienced a
falling-out with several academics includ-
ing some at Sydney’s Australian Museum,
with whom he’d worked closely for many
years.

Raymond Hoser

Prior to formally describing the species, the
name Pogona greeri had been proposed
by Richard Wells, but he was later talked
out of the idea by Allen Greer himself at
the Australian Museum. The name Pogona
rankini was mooted around 1978, which is
about when Richard Wells first made it
widely known he intended describing the

Raymond Hoser

Habitat near Cunnamulla (Queensland). Large numbers of Pogona vitticeps
occur in the area.
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species, (Ross Wellington later became co-
describer). However news got out of the
proposed name and rankini has become a
commonly-used name for the species,
even though it has no validity. The first
specimens sold in the USA in the early
1980's were offered as F. rankini. The
name Pogona brevis was later proposed
for the species under the false assump-
tion that henrylawsoni was not valid, so it
{brevis) is now regarded as a junior syno-
nym for henrylawsoni, (henrylawsoniis the
correct name). Even as recently as 1997,
many publications .and price lists list this
species erroneously as either rankini or
brevis.

In 1994, G. J. Whitten published a pair of
papers in which he asserted that Wells and
Wellington had made a wrong description
based on immature Pogona vitticeps and
not the new species. He relied on evidence
in a 1990 paper he had co-written to back
up his assertion. He further falsely asserted
that the Type specimen of P. henrylawsoni
had been lost by the Australian Museum.
That Wells and Wellington had got their
species correct could be seen by a cur-
sory glance at their original description,
which at length differentiates both species.
In terms of the allegedly missing specimen,
Glen Shea published a note later in 1995
rebutting Whitten’s assertion that the Type
specimen of F. henrylawsonihad been lost
and that the lizard was in fact a different

species to £, vilticeps (a new species). Fur-
thermore as the name henrylawsoni had
been widely published by Greer in 1889
and others, Whitten’s proposed name had
no validity and was therefore a junior syno-
nym. Shea also went further and published
a photo of the allegedly missing animal
complete with appropriate museum tag.
The species is found on black soil plains
of inland Queensland, aithough Richard
Wells has informed me that it also occurs
in nearby parts of the Northem Territory of
like habitat. It readily retreats into cracked
earth when chased. Known predators in-
clude the Collett’s Snake (Pseudechis
colfetti). This lizard has a relatively small
‘beard’ and is the only dwarf species from
the northeast inland of Australia. Its rela-
tionship to other Pogona is not certain.
Captive populations have been maintained
for some time both in Australian zoos and
overseas collections (see below), although
within Australia, few private keepers have
the species. Current laws, mean that this
scenario is likely to remain for some time
into the future.

Richard Wells decided at the last minute
not to name the species he was describ-
ing as rankini on the basis that he had not
viewed all the specimens being traded
overseas under that name and that it was
possible they may in fact be of different
species and/or origins. It is still possible
that specimens routinely traded as

henrylawsoni/brevisirankini outside Aus-
tralia are not the same taxa. Although
henrylawsoniis only known from the black-
soil areas of Queensland and nearby,
Richard Wells has caught a similar animal
in northwest Australia.

The species is being bred in the USA and
Europe, but in nowhere near the numbers
of the more widely known P vitticeps.
Marcia Ryback (of the USA) has crossbred
Pogona henrylawsoni with P, vitticeps and
now markets the progeny as ‘vittikens', the
name being a hybrid of ‘rankini and ‘vitti-
ceps' (Ryback, 1996). Hybrid offspring are
able to reproduce but it is thought that such
hybridization of Pogona species does not
occur in wild animals, although this is not
yet certain.

Captivity in Australia.

In terms of captive husbandry, the fact is
that here in Australia we are far behind
keepers in the United States and Europe.
There are several reasons for this, includ-

ing:- -
Less people here keeping the species.

The restrictive keeping/licensing laws here
which exacerbate the situation.

The relative abundance of wild specimens,
negating much incentive to breed animals
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due to the ease with which they can be
replaced.

The relative abundance of Pogona species
has led reptile-keepers here to concentrate
their energies on other more ‘prestigious’
species such as monitors and snakes.

In our experiences here, Pogona
are easy to keep, particularly since the
book The General Care and Maintenance
of Bearded Dragons by de Vosjoli and
Mailloux became widely available here in
Australia a few years ago (Brian Barnett of
the Victorian Herpetological Society im-
ported huge quantities of them). Any per-
soh contemplating keeping Pogona would
have rocks in their head if they didn’t have
the above book. The keeping guidelines in
that book have proven easy to read and
adopt, and in effect are a recipe for the
successiul keeping of Pogona. Noting the
reasons given above, however, it is unlikely
that Bearded Dragons will ever become as
popular here as in North America and Eu-
rope.

Sprackland {1994) noted how
much of what is known about Pogona has
come from the rapidly growing body of in-
formation being collected by serious ama-
teur reptile-keepers. However, the accu-
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mulation of recorded information about
Pogona goes back a long way. Kinghorn
documented mating in a pair of Bearded
Dragons as far back as 1931}

Kinghorn’s detailed account of mating in
wild bearded dragons follows:-

'l came upon a pair of bearded dragons
whose appearance and attitude was so
unusual that I retired to watch with field
glasses from 6-8 yards off. The female was
coloured a dull siaty-black with a few faint
mottlings of greyish-white. The only bright
touch about her was a paich of dull red on
the side of the body near the base of the
tail and opposite the inner side of the thigh.
This sexual colour patch was only seen
later on, however, when she moved.

‘The male appeared to be totally black un-
derneath the bedy and head, including the
beard and the whole of the lower jaw; not
the dull black of the female, but a rich,
glossy purplish-black. The upper surface
was in marked contrast, varying from a light
mottled grey and yellow on the back to a
bright light green on the head, especially
on the snout near the nostril. He had a con-
spicuous patch of light green on the spot
which was red in the female. The basal half
of the tail was grey and light yellow, but
the last four or five inches were dull black,
the junction between the yellow and black
being clearly marked.

‘The female when first seen was lying mo-
tionless and quite flattened out, and the
male was lying across her, the midline of
his body crossing her back about the re-
gion of the vent. There was no movement
for about three minutes except that the
male appeared to yawn once, opening wide
his yellow mouth. Suddenly he became
active. First he stamped loudly two or three
times with one or both of his forelegs, mak-
ing a much louder sound than one would
have thought possible. Then he ran quickly
round in front of the female, taking up a
position almost at right angles fo, and some
two feet in front of her. He now stamped
once with the left foot and proceeded to
jerk his head up and down in a most ludi-
crous manner, each jerk being followed by
a pause of perhaps a second. (It looked as
if the skull had been dislocated from the

Tel: 714-879-1048 or Fax: 714-870-0979

atias, allowing a ventro-dorsal movement
of the whole head upen the rigid vertebral
column.} The beard was stretched to its
fullest extent, and the trunk raised high on
the forelegs while the mouth was opened
at intervals. Suddenly he moved forward
with a swift little run until his head was held
exactly over that of the female, who was
still crouched fiat on the ground. This posi-
tion was maintained for a few seconds,
when the male threw himself in a fightning-
like leap so that he lay at full length on the
female’s back and was gripping with his
jaws either the spines on. the back of her
head or the skih covering the nape.

‘His forelegs were quite off the ground, and
his hind legs barely touching. His body was
no longer slim like that of the female but it
was widened out giving the round “cara-
pace” appearance so familiar to anyone
who ever angered these reptiles by sub-
mitting them to the undignified ordeai of
being held up by the tail. The female, now
for the first time, gave indication that she
was actually alive; till now she literally had
not blinked an eyelid. She ran along, keep-
ing flat fo the ground, while the male’s legs
beat the air frantically as he hung on with
his jaws, and his colour became even
brighter than before. The female went
about six feet before she stopped but the
male continued to paw the air and lash his
tail from side to side. After a minute ortwo
he scrambled off and ran out of sight of
the female behind a low bush. Here, with
his trunk raised high off the ground on his
forelegs, he began to jerk his head again,
but after about thirty seconds quietened
down, and in three or four minutes had al-
most regained his hormal colour. Finally he
ran about two feet up a small sapling while
the female lay where he had left her with-
out any movement.’

Astute and documented observa-
tions such as the one given above, can be
extremely useful to herpetology, however
government policy in recent years in Aus-
tralia has actively discouraged people, par-
ticularly ‘amateurs’ from publishing their
observations for fear of being targeted and
pursued by ‘the authorities’.

De Vosjoli and Mailloux {1996b}
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