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INTRODUCTION.

Elapids are the front-fanged
venomous land snakes. Within this fam-
ily are the most deadly snakes in the
world, including, Cobras (Naja spp.),
Coral Snakes (Micruroides), and Mam-
bas (e.g. Dendroaspis). It is only within
the Australian continent that this family
dominates the
snake fauna.
Elsewhere in the
world, Colubrids
are the dominant
snakes.

Conver-
gent evolution in
the Australian
Elapidae, when
compared to
snakes in other
places is obvious.
Small innocuous
lizard eating spe-
cies such as Whip
snakes (e.g. Gen-
ema Demansia,
Unechis) appear
to mimic small
colubrid snakes
elsewhere. In
Australia, there
are burrowing
elapids, (e.g.
Simoselaps), tree-
dwellers (e.g.
Hoplocephalus
bitorquatus) as
well as the large
well-known deadly varieties, such as
Taipans (Oxyuranus spp.), Black Snakes
(Pseudechis spp.) and Tiger Snakes
(Notechis spp.).
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Only one group of snakes, the
Death Adders (genus Acanthophis) seems
to have had convergent evolution with the
Viperidae. Death adders are characterised
by a broad, somewhat flattened, triangular
head, short stout body and a thin rat-like
tail ending in a curved soft spine. This spine
and the presence of subocular scales sepa-
rate the Death Adders from all other Aus-

knowledge of snakes. Unless otherwise
stated, the following information applies
to all species of Death Adder, all of which
are similar in most respects.

Adults average between 50 and
90 cm in length, usually reaching adult size
in 2 to 3 years. Females tend to be the
larger sex. All are live-bearers.

Death Adder (A.antarcticus), male from Glenbrook, NSW.
The specimen that bit author (see article)
Photo By: R.T.Hoser

tralasian elapids. Death Adders couldn’t
possibly be confused with other Austral-
ian snakes by anyone with the vaguest

Colour is variable, ranging from
red, to brown, grey, greenish-grey, yellow
or variants thereof, usually with somewhat
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irregutar wrossbands, sometimes dark-
edged. The tail tp is often a distinctive

- cream, while or black colour. They have
19-23 mid body scale rows, 110-170
vantrals, single anal, and 35-85
subcaudals {palred and single), Colour
pattarn is most brifliant in younger spegi-
mens and tends to fade with ags.

Within Australia there are thras
| spedcies curently récognised. Thess are
| the Death Adder alss sometimes ero-
| necusly callsd the "Commeon” Death
| Adder (Acarthophis anlarciicus), Norh-
e Death Adder (A praslongus) anc
| Desert Death Adder {A pyrrhus) Thare

] B . - L v 'R ﬁv«-""""'

i may be undescribed subspecies oreven DESERT DEATH ADDER : s o s
species within Australia. Mew Guines {A@a(;fh@phig pyfrhu5§ ey
Death Adders have been variously- s 7 Y\JJ

signed to A, praslongus (8.g. Blor 1881, s

Coggern 19923, A faevis { e Worrell,  localitiss and sometimes within'a single  praslongus. in particular New Guinsa
1972}, end A rugosus {eg. Wells snd - ooality. Adders (présumably ¢ New Guinea. specimens is a raised supracilliary scale
Wellington, 1883). Northern and-New  varant) are found invarousislands to the  above the eye. This feature s often par-
Guinea Death Adders ars innedd offur.  north of Australisas far westag Ceramand tficularly pronounced in immature speci-
ther work tor-resolve tHeir tfue status. . Tanimbar Uniess otherwise stated, T shall  mens It is occasionally seen o a limited
Mew Guinea Deatn Adderdars most ke . hete treat New Guinea Acanifiophis and  degree in young A. antarcticus. A similar
Australian A7 praalongus in form., How.  those from adjacent i wiands as’ avan iantof rait {often even more exaggeratsd) is |

evar ke Australisn A praslofigus, New | A praslongus. R, o seen in some of the rue vipers.
- Guinea Death Adders seem. {0 show : e e
L sirong varlation in appesrancs elwesn . A il commpn to frany. A _ No Acanthophis species are rare
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- ramtarctious) o%: b3 c:aﬂad mp To m‘rh' =
variety” never is found in e same fa i
s ton
this reason that the name “common” Death -

‘.'féﬁéﬁ?;mf@uﬁrmm& ”ﬁ@%‘éﬁ“_,_

 OF ACANTHOPHIS. ©

: ".ﬁ?étam Adder)

‘orendangared ATl are widely dzs?rthmﬂd”

and common-in- thais ;:wre?w;‘@s:% habiiate

Their preferred | habéi_am_va v, bt are es- -
senifally undistitrbed bushiand with some.
form of ground cover: The cover dbein't

have to be jeaf Bitar bil San be rosks

native  grasses oraliost By thing elad il
Howeverany distirbed habilat orgrazad:

ereas tend not 1o nave Acanthophis

canthophis s most vilnerabie a0y

Sform of Faiman disturbance and therefore

‘only oocur it Virgin bush. The sonstie

tion of areoad through such e habital it
no-other developmanty 18 notoothted g -
disturbance. - Die to. fhe steady refmuval -

of buskland thr m:z:haut ﬁmaifﬁ il

Amr*‘f"aahﬂ au%‘ indeding ‘é’“n‘ & mgmb*r =

ot rsascms t?‘a Qbazh Amﬂ&r

bare as the alhar e agec s

Adder réally s a'mism}ma?.

»‘%r(—mf‘h(}pme aw mainty nog:

NORTHERN DEATH ADDER
- {Acanthophis praslongus)
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DEATH ADDER

'."m‘mx e 'éi;é 'hét@‘&éééreé"\ee snakes.
They mﬁm‘ st of the i time half-buriad

mg;mm{i ittar Walimg wranambush post

Sl fialy! for b, oF simply-shelfering. Unlike
-moetotherAustralidn snakes, they tend not
1o flee when a;)p ﬁabhﬁd raiyi ng instead

L }{ﬁmﬁiﬁaﬁﬁfﬁsan_fa'fcé‘i@uﬁ}

on their oryplic colouration and camou-
flage to avoid detection. That this works
is indicated by the fact that mast bites
from Acanthophis scem o ooour when
they are bodden on, Shing {(1881) doou-
mented a radio-telemelry study on an A
arfarcticus near Bydney, where although

T guided by his equipment as o the exact

location of the snake, he was shill unable
to see the half buried snake due to s sx-
callart camouflaga.

¥ an Acanthophis is teased and

-agitated it will flatten #s body, revesgiing

(what is usualy) lighter-coloured edges of
its soales. The snake may bite from a rig-
ighy-held striking position:

From their: typical coiled resting
position, these snakes are able to make
lightning-fast strikias al prey or potential

3":;3@&5_5_0{'3, Wh_emhe-y bite s targel, they
S tend o hang o
-the longest fangs (up to 8 mm) and most

Acarthaphis tussass




Centre: Barkly Tableland Adder,
sub-adult from Anthony's Lagoon NT

Above: Death Adder (A.antarcticus),
female from Terry Hills, NSW.
(Note black end of tail, used in caudal
luring)

Left: Northern Death Adder
(A.praelongus), female from Tully, Qid.

Centre: Northern Death Adder
(A.praelongus), female from Weipa,
Qid.

Far Right: Northern Death Adder
(A.praelongus), male from near
Kunnanurra, WA.

(Note raised scale above the eye)
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Far Left: Barkly Tableland Adder,
sub-adult from Anthony's Lagoon NT

Centre: Death Adder (A.antarcticus),
female from Dutchess, Qld.
(Note the large cyst in the snake's
neck)

Left: Death Adder (A.antarcticus),
female from Port Pirrie,
South Australia

Below: Death Adder (A.antarcticus),
male from Glenbrook, NSW.
The specimen that bit author (see
article).
(Note white end of tail, used in caudal
luring)

All photos Taken By:
Raymond T.Hoser
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CES, GE(‘K@S T{) GREEN TRE

FREE CATALOGLE

developed viling a;;;paratus‘ af an'y Austial-

fan snake. . Jn Hae wilh che?'v@immam
snakes, fangs ars regularly shad and Tes

piaced with new fangs. Old fangs re some- -
fimes seeit in Taeces and appear fo pass e
' max:mum ﬁymmems abont 24:48 hours

through the digestive tract without incident
(Hme and Wédsan% 1%?;

f;}me msm; mxémty of thsir veriom
{mg‘mu& wam} ) _' & 560 pi{approw male
Death M{i&&? (A, a:ﬁam%fci;s} fwas meas-

| tabouts, 2BE mouss-iethal doses per milk:

ing inA antarohioly {Worrp: ?9?0‘)) D@aih_

Adders ard regarded-as ﬁeacﬁ!\; spBCies:

(Various publications quote diferént yxems o
| and foxdicities, - This F&ﬁ\@iﬂié iesuits of a

numbar of ditferent simaes iyl ﬁerem mw
searchers, dften Sictiglel d!ﬁ@?@ﬁiﬁ @xp@ﬂ”ﬂen
tal paramstersh

Prior fo development of 8 s';:vefsiﬁc

anti-venom for Acarthoghis, sbowt half of

ali recorded bites were Talal (Fairdey, 1029).

. Tha venom is mainly neurolmde (attacks the
pervous  Systenr and volurtary mus @_uﬁar"
systern) anidaboill 1,5 fimgs more toxic than
that of the ndian Cobra (Naja najal; s i
asert and Northern Death -

thought that D
Adders aré hot quile g dangerous dus io

thelr Smalisr average sizee and vefinm- "

yields: Mfm@wer they are stz regam!ed a5
daadly ss;:m s, Al ﬁmm;:w?ﬁ:ﬂ:s are pre-

_ fx_f’éa%ékay_ ha_aj;ka- modefsié!y bad_bite in
“New Guinea andhis symploms peaked
nearlyadey after the bite: Actording to -

D Bart: Currae ofPor. Maresby Hﬁﬁ}:\im
¥ ﬁ% varom usually pwgwssaa to

‘aﬂ:m ha h;{@ e danger par,ad

i was oz‘sce b tteﬁ (:f tha‘cs the

g, _Wheﬂ stuck nv: ‘finger down his
throat By acoident Aiﬁmugh e snake
tez:i m it wi my finger, its. fariqs stifl
Feid. my skin. anmdd-lréceived a de-

anvenamation: {That was the male

ahake oniplaie 58 and the raar vover of

Australian Feoties and Frogs).

" That was af about mid-day. |
gxpenenced local sweliing and pain, In

Cline withthe bite of & smallk moderatsly
~Venbmous - slapid (E:go Demansia
_pﬁammopim} a ii‘zough ﬁze s)am wak not -

ag acute Al ;: gt ﬁg The incal pam
was dulier and more tolersble.. After

“somiesix hours the! Gl new Sympwms :
were @ pain moving tip my arm ahd a
“distirist reddish eolour inthie veing r&ach? :

ng. gg} 'ny Hrin ané o my chesz

sumetit mmv&a simitar venom (Mifschin and: " 0

Davis, 1001 The Work: & deadiiest: snake

the Aystralian. Taipan fgean 5 Oxyurams&

kills @bm_ut 23, E?§ hice pﬁ?i’ Hife {WGFF@
1972y . o B

Aé:anthr“p?m bites dxﬁer 6 s ihose
itoftan::

of othar A siral an: 2 '%p}(:x%s ify mt
! igkes g longit 07 symptoms tf} me,aéx
{Mackmy ”39?:523; Camphall: 1Ge8)

12
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P wes admmeﬁ m Sydﬁey 8
'-f‘z\é{:z’th Shore Hospltal s @ precautions .

ary mﬁasure and ObSG'i‘V@d forabout 2

aﬂy% Sympmms peaked abcut 20 hours

“alterine ‘tae By that stags: Swas baraly
“EOnSLIUS c:; ableto Speak or do much
“of atything else” When La

<TEpeal WS With ar dncofifrollablé stur
artothers Could baraly uhderstand what

" tension among hospital staff and

‘Even if the animal

tempted {o.

twas altempting to say..my mind was
stilt 100 per cent. | was aiso barely able
o opan my eves Physically | was very
weak {resting in a bed) My pulse and
Breathing rate, whish were being con-
stantly manitored had declined markedly,
indicating & substantial bite. Atone stage
my breathing rate as measured by air-
flow through my cesophagus was just
10 per cant of normal. In apits of much
iy par-
ents, | wasn't injected with anti-venom,
which was on hand.

I made a gradual recovery and
when | left hospital after 2 full days, had
almpst totally recoversd. The bite ares
ffself continued to ache Tor some time (&
few more-days) and { had a persistent

" o itah for aboi 2-3 weeks. Recovery was
Clotals :

| received . a bite from a young

:ﬁ'?'ai_é,Aﬁ pyrefivs 80 km north of Port
Hediand in Western Australls, bul symp-

toms falied to progress beyvond local
stinging. Similar syrmiptoms cocurrsd with
the pite from & captive sub-adull 4
pragfongis fram Kunnaaurrs, WA

Acanthophis have Highly varied
dlets, including frogs, birds, small mam-
mials and lzards, Captive A, anfarclious

- and A pyrrhus have been known o take

live goldfish placed writhing in their
vages. Diet obvicusly alsoc varies with
lacaity, West Hsad Adders {4
anfarchicus), bave been known-to dis-
gorge frogs {(Crinia signffera), while such
ey would be absent from areas whers
otherAvantfiophis may oocur. One 885
cm female Death Adder (A, anfarclicus)
was caught in the wild, having just fed

- on-& large B0 om Water Dragon Lizard
{Physignathus leseurif). The snake died
shortly. sfterwards due {o the lizard's

spines penetrating the digestive tract
{see Hoser 1981).

: Acanthophis atempl i capiure
prey. by wriggling their talls (caudal fur-
ingl, (Carpenter, Murphy and Carpenter,

-1878) When the prey animal {such as a
L niEtive: mouse) goes for the tall, the snake

strikes gt the animal with great accuracy.
struggies aggres-
sively,- Acanthophis will tend to hang on

uniil the animal is tolally subdued (dead),

) That a caudal luring snake like
Acanthophis often has a different and

" rrinee brightly-coloured tip to its taill to as-

THE REPTILIAN MAGAZINE




sigl i furing food isnl unique, Ofher
caydal turing snakes such as the Maxi-
can Gantll (Agiisirodon bifinealus) have
bright colourad ends of their tail.

SomeAcanthophis are slow in

- giriking..or $o it seems. Specimens
s missing arent rare 1
L have noticed this i & number of wilds
" saught adultA. anfarstictis fror atound -
{e Sydnay area; in particular the Bide -

- with tigs of el

Monmtaing, Although Faor't recalf see-
ing. A pyithes o AL prasiondus with
simitar  “stumpy fails”; o doubt such
SDECITIENS GOOUT :

- Hunary Acarthiophis wil sitin
thelr cages twitching thelr ails sven
whean there s no food immediately svails

. able. However this witthing (whith ag-
pears largely fvoluntany in stch ol
cumstances) becomeas more™

curs in well-walered parts of the southemn
two-thirds of Ausiralla, extending Inland in
Eastem Australia, with populations extend-
ing through inland Queensiand to the Barkly

Tableland in the Northem Taritory. Thess
anakes ocour song the southern rim of the

" Nularbor plain and some nearby offshore

istands.; They do not gecur -in the coldest
parts of the se:zuth east; ino tuding all of Vie-
tora; Tasmania, and ihe highland. areas of
sontenst NSW. Heavy agricuiture has al
buteradicaled poplations wWest of the Great

- Bivide in New South Wales, aithough 1 is

presuined Death Adders were common
there before Duropsans came to Australia

~ (i the spacies ooeurs In Victoria, they would

bein either the codstal areaadiacent io New
South Wales (near Malacoota) or the far

‘north-wast of the state:. No populations are
“knowr and he rast. Crf ﬂ'\s siate is appar
: em‘, ¥ to0 eold).

lington {(1988), called the Barkly Table-
lard Adder Acanthophis Hawkel, after the
then Prime Minister, Bob Hawka, Chro-
mosomal tests by Greg Mengden at Aus-
tralian National University have revealed
differences between Barkly and South-
arn Death Adders, but most people still
regard both as being A. anfarciicus

Those from Dutchess or Diarra,
{towns in hill country south of Mount isa,
Queensiand), appeario be slightly more
rugose than other A anfarcfices, but are
otherwise simiar, Another variant ocours
near Camooweal on the Queensland/NT
hordar

Although same colour-variants
are widespraad, others appear io be
mare restricted in distribution, These vari-
ations someatimes correlate with soll or

vegetation ragimes, but are in

vigorous when an anifmal iike'a

fact genetically detennined,

meuse s walking around one
and of the tage;

éi:'s;»;_ -i:éet:aus_ﬁ«tﬁ this -
catuden fusifig Rabit that teating
Acanfhophis always ssem fo ]
have theil tails: positionad just [
riext fo their heads, These rest
ing positions aren tam ved at by, :
chance aldns!.

Whm o Kept

Eric Taiss
{612} 4T0-5008

FAX (612) 470-5013 h

45-@ Seeandﬁtreet, Exeeismr, BN BEART

ERPENT'S TALE

Narvdnar Hisrory Booxs & Sareurs

Naiural selection pressurss
would dictate which colour
variants predominata in a
given srea.

For estample srotnd
Sydnmy, A, anfarclicus are ei-
fher red or grey in base-cok
our. There are no other vark
ants orintermediates. A siudy
of 2 typical population in Syd-
ney's Korringal Chase Na- |

Acanthoptis Lwould aiten throw -
. a molse {live oF deac@}_a«vmss‘
the cage to wherd the snake ws

teamed up with Herseloiogist Gfae‘*m‘é

Gow to do a slow motion w'cgw'zce'af_

& Barkly Adder striking at prey, tutwas
unable o getl the desired footage dus
fo thespeed of iig fsfrme

msms&m‘mw; :

i aRy given part of Australia’

there only seems o be one iy;}a .
Ahanfmp?zsa : Th& three! FECOY S

Cclugivergisiribut] ::ma Hawwera Vel o
" detailéd fieldwork in many parls of Als-

talia i particclar e Horhe i hal Fas

yel 1 resslve theexact distributions of

-alithresspacies: Hence surrently bub:
lished, dmtrsm?ar mam may nm i}fe‘

antival y abd m?ate

‘“hé"«
ama;r‘ﬁ{"m ta e nmth@m fmm

THE ﬁ;ﬁr&a’a&-‘.m@s&gs&?

est
ing. It wolld be commicn forthe'snake
to strike at #nd take He mouse while
flying in mitk-air AnAmerican il crew. |

e
- 'sa@m@s alf app ar %{3 ha\ia mifualy &

Bleath " Adder - ‘A_j
l?{mw_i'

\p’armus gsngraphma races are
'mmgre sed. Those fromthe Barkly Table-

land are: somat ines treated as, a different

.#Lzbaz_ap_er (8o even_ speczea They are ai-
“egedly the largest Death Adders,
Clhaventssen any thatareJarger than farge
‘sputhers. Aanferctious. Mon-Austrafian
“reatafs should note'that i Australia, Death

Adders - are like the big fish that got

oaway evéryone: réckons they've seen the
 biggest Adderof all. For the recoid, Barnett
~and Gow. (1992) state thal the largest fe-
mma Harkly. Addms are known o attain
'k?SQQ i
Slarger 1
migeiing to date. (New:-born Barkdy Adders.
-dppear to far iarger on average thari other -

{over. 4 faat}. ki ing them. far
G anythingiodged - Australian

Acantarclicus; based an the tecords of

'Bamﬁﬁ A "\d Gow}

Eaﬁdy Adders te:#d el ?save & more

Cbluntly-shapsd head than southein A

Clnltaretieis and other di iarng: chafamaraa -
f":iics “Thergis. howev
~thess Sharaciers between Barkly Adders
B a%mi msﬁ%mm s;iaecsmaﬁs W@Izs and Wel- -

."a strmg overlap:in

although-

tignal Park revealed 28%

homuozygous grey - {grey |
morph), 50% heterorygous redigrey {red
momh) and 22% homozygous red (red
morphj{Hossr, 1985), (A similar scenario
seems to be seen in some north Queens- |
land populations of A. praglongus, includ-
ing those around Cairms). Shine (1981}
seemed [0 think that in warmer climes,
seiecton pressure favoured raddish in-
dividuals over greys, buid in Acanthophis
this may not be so, other factors being
more important.

The Northern Death Adder (4
prasiongus) is found in the tropical north
of Australia (see map). This spacies alss

“displays strong regional varation in size

and colours. North Queensland spect-
mens are different to these fram the

“Nothamn Terdlory and Westem Australia.
o Those from the. Morthemn Territory  are

dividad by some local replils people info

e lowiandAload plain form {brown with

darker crosshars) and the supposedly

B ‘Smaiiar hill-eauniry form (lighter and with-

sul the distingt brownish crossbars). |
fiave seen spacimens of both forms and

13
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Top Left: Desert Death Adder
(A.pyrrhus), female, from the Tits, WA.
Snake has just sloughed.

Top Right: Amelanistic Daeth Adder
(A.antarcticus) from Gosford, NSW.

Bottom Left: Northern Death Adder
(A.praelongus), females, Grey from
Tully, Qld, Red from Weipa, Qid.

Bottom Centre: Death Adder

. (A.antarcticus), female from West Head,

By: NSW,
er

Bottom Right: Desert Death Adder
(A.pyrrhus), male (roadkill). The white
ventral surface typical of this species is
an adaptation to minimise impact from
crawling over very hot ground.
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they are clearly diferent in colour, Heowe
fever | am unoedain as o whether intar-
mediales coow, or if these are simply ge-
i netically-determined variants within a sin-

‘gle or adiacent populations. Those | have

sean fram the Kimbearley area in Westem
Australia appear forbe similar to the NT.
N country forp, ’

‘British  Herpatologist, Mark:

O'Shes specilates thal within New
Guines, there may be up to three spadies
of Adder, but he stresses thal his really

dosan't know iHe trie siatus of thess

snakes and that fuither work s urigently

needed. Most Adders seenin Europeand
the USA  gre from New Suinaz and - -

tands o the VWest.

Deseit. Death “Addsrs (A

pyrrhisi abpear o be restrictad o &Hd
‘parts of Austrialia) incliding. arid parts of
Wastern Ausiralia (iostof that state), the
southern twe thirds of the Northars T
tory and northein Soulh Austrafia: Texis
‘such as Cogher (1992) and oihars stale

thiat they are found Inaril areas of all maine

tand stales except for Victoria, #they are
found in New South-Wales, they would:

{only be fourd i a-small pEr of the far -
Cnorth-westof that idle. . Swan (1990 does

not record Desert Death Addars as’ do-

curring i Néw South Wales . Ay’
populations it Clieensland wollld slsa

thave to be in the far soulli-west of Thal

Mo phofos of greyish specimens
of A, pyrhs are known. Nor are any gray
specimens lodged in Australian museums.
This is probably.due to strong selection
pressuiss agaiist this gene; most of the
range for this species is red soll areas.

‘However | have  beer adviséd that gray-
“ish specimens do Infact axist..

in the Millstream; Pannawonica

Cand Newman areas of thé Pilbara in West-
Cern Australia Some Desert (7). Death

Adders appear fo have strong blackish
rharkings, sspecially on the head, which
may be almiost completely blackish-brown

dorsally. Mirlsehin and Davis (1992) and

Ball (1993) speculated that this was an
uhdeselibed spécies, bul thal view hasn't

~‘been shared by svervone who has seen
“t'ﬁ.ésﬁ dnakes  Normaly-patierned v~
“riorph Deserd (7 Death Adders and some
Cwith:ntermediate markings Have been
~found in.he-samie Brea. Lalide Smith of.
LiheWester Australian Museum, hag

stated that he' bélieves that there are at
teast two species of Shake currently idén-

“tifled we Diesert Death Adder, but-as vet

Frasr 't published “anything to'suppoit that

Cmsaeniion’He dogsn't belleve the darker
~ Plibara snakes g differentto other Desert
{7x DaalAdders n the sam- area.

- WiRID Gy and Brid- aress. -

Acanthophis are most commonly found
iy large numbers in relatively undisturbed
areas of spinfex {Triodia sp.) grasslandg,
particularly when associated with rocky
hills. Most other areas have of course
been trampled by domestic and feral ani-
mais, In Western Australis, Northam
Death Adders are also most common on
spinifex covered hills.

Besides habitat destruction
causing a major impact an Acanthophis
popuiations throughout Australia, other
factors are hastening their decline in num-
bers.. The introduced Cane Toad (Bufe

marinusy has also decimated numbers. |

Snakes that feed on the toads die ag they
have no protection from thelr poison
glands” Collactors have seen dead adull
Acanthophis with toads still in thelr

moiaths, Young snakes are eaten by larger

toads. To date the most serious declines
caised by toads have been in coadtal
Questisland nowh of Brisbane, where the
tonds are mos! numerous. Toads have

- Deen the principal cause of dealine In .
- Death Addar (4 anfarciious) numbers

around Mount Glorious, Gueensiand
{near Brishane). Formerly common inthe
arsa, they are now infrequently seen.
Near Mount Glonious, most A anfaivtivus
are now sean near Samford, which has

the least loads.

L ti%",t“z“ that day..

»*“"r‘m‘-_.ﬂ e § T

7 N QL‘&{S\»

S ognoa
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them as they
cross. To find just

-
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\\_ one of these
snakes at night
would please most
snake enthusiasts,
Inthe case of A
antarchous, to fing

o good night {opti-
L malweather condi-

. //. - tions), s in fact a

FINDING ACANTHOPHIS I THE WILD

o vaptire Acanthophis in Aus:
tralia; one needs- 2 permit lssued by the
relevant state wildlits damrtmem. This

s true even f the sriake Happans i bé_ :
walking through your iving roomat iome. -
ar back yard. Faillreto have the corvest.

"naparenth” dan result in progecution,
heavy lines and even jaik
has overcome the legs g:rc_sbi_&ms wh ih
is an achisvemaent I Hsalf, Tinding
Acanthophisin the wild: isr'ttog hard, pro-

vided one vses the followinid gritklings

| (Bes Hoser (1984a) for how NOT 6 go
about logking for Acamthophis). . -

The  bist way to find these

snakes is by drivirig along avoad at night .
through Qr@fﬁeﬂeﬁ uab:ida“ and mtria_é;'}g‘ v

Agsyming one:

Jucky haul, The
- highesi numbers

- of each species |

am aware af be ng found by = single col-

Clectorona smg}e_n ightara as follows:-

A, antarctisus: 15 in South Aus-

tralia, hear Eucla (& on West

HeadfCottage Point, 7 Near
- Dutchess/iarra, Quesnsiand)

© AL praslongus: 75 South of Dap-
i in Nerihgm Territory during &
CHlodd - the road was ihie highest
point ity a flooded area. - :

é,- pyrrﬁus: 25 near éaﬂd.ﬁre

FlatGoidsworthy, Western- Aus-
Ctralial (00 during day near Mar-

bie Bar, WA, during’a bumof at a.

‘dmzsefﬁ 2 rpczrt rmway}

Aiem bear i n{é that whera these

Cohe alone on-a.

snakes were found, other specias of rap-
tile were also sean.

A check with herpetologists, or
a number of reptile books will vield loca-;
tions where Adders are known from. Near
Sydney, the National Parks to the north,
south and West {Kurringal, Royal and
Biue Mountaing} all have Acanthophis
Good spots can also be found close to
Hrisbane, Perth and Darwin, while a few
hours drive will get vou into good
Acanthophis counlry if in Adelaide. Pho-
tos of opiimal habilat (all three species)is
shown in the book Australian Reptiles and
Frogs (Hoser, 1989}

To run around during the day

’ looking for these snakes is usually &

waste of ime. You really nesd to fluke i
to find & one during the day. i does hap-,
pen, butis very, very rarm. :

Acanthophis is the ulimate “front
snake”. That is when the weather is un-
stable (usually hol) and a cold front s ap-
proaching, the snakes will move about.
For those in the southern half of Alstralia
o go hunting Acanfhophis alany o iher )
time i usually pointless.

There is usually a2 minimuwh fem-

‘parature below which it is rave 16 find

Acanthophis active at night.” Around Syd-
nay, the minimum iz abowt 24 degrees

..‘..*1 “3-, o TN o Ve i cynT o
T%‘-"‘x{ f r% \H\fkj \\(uﬂ; J

o mgi A

hf‘ﬁl?’(‘i f“*‘lx’:’i
E{i}?@é{k‘{ﬁ?’ﬁ

Soy \
j

"ﬁ‘\‘- 1“”‘3?
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Above and Below: Habitat for Death Adder (A.antarcticus), near
West Head Road, Kurringai Chase Nat. Park, NSW

Below: Habitat for Northern Death Adder (A.praelongus),
north of Townsville, Qld.

Above : Death Adder (A.anftarctic :v
prior to sloughing - r

Below: Desert Death Addi 21
Goldswo rt
(Note similarity of colourof !
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Above : Habitat for Desert Death Adder (A.pyrrhus), near Ayers Rock,
NT. Spinifex is the dominant grass.
Below: Habitat for Desert Death Adder (A.pyrrhus), near Devils
Marbles, NT. Spinifex is the dominant grass.

s), male from West Head, NSW,
ote clouded eyes.

(A.pyrrhus), male, from
1y, WA.
inake to background soil)

Below: Habitat for Northern Death Adder (A.praelongus), near Lake
Argyle, WA.
(Note spinifex covering the hills)
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ity patterns appear o remain normal. Ball
{1993} believed some Adders (4
pyrrhus{?)) became active and pravalent
inan area in response o the presence of
frogs as food. Such may aiso explain in-:
creased aclivily by Acanthophs in New |
Guinea at the end of the wet season,
Nights of extremely low humidity appear
fo yield just as many Acanthophis as
humid nights provided temperature and
other ariteria are met {Le darkness of
. night, falling sir-pressure, sio.). Around |
Bydney it is common for the lowest hu- |

SPECTALIST IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
TP T
 REPTTLES and AMPHIBIANS
RETAILS, TRADE & &m@mgm
Tel: or Fax: {@EQ@?}) 884056

© FORFURTHER DETAILS
SEND S.AE, To
Keepers Cotlage
. HEanighis Lane
- Wootton Comimnor
Esle of Wight
POIBS 2HB

;_\&\h

wmpk‘m Ac

“Catalogue now Available!

T

celailys. in Brishane s higher, (38 de-

grees), and in far northern Austtalia, usu -
Lally highsr again” Remember these lams
perafures are minamilms, not grafeirad.
»ghﬁr
Arpund Sydney, 2%&@ prefarrad achy i ferm-

perature for Death Adders (A antarolions)
ia probabiy closer to 26 d@g%?ﬁ& s:\mﬁg HL S

Fraferred te mmm‘mrea Bre

{Moser, *984&}}

In ih@ Wast H@ad "{'S:ydﬂey) mrea;
the coldest temperatire | have fatnd. an.
(active Death Adder (4 am"ercz‘m:a:;s} was

1¥ @@grees celsiis. TRis Bdult tialy wac

found &t “night immediatily § ol mwmg A

- Moonilt mighls gre slsa bad for
‘most snakes; inclyding Acanthophis (Bali
T1993). The moonfight: snables: nocturnal

birtls of prey 1 fesd on the'snakes and so

the shakes don'tmove about Birds of prey

are- partcularly numerous-on: moonlit
nights: - As'ihe Rotestipariof the night is

immadiately afier duskand the hoon goes

inToRtRIV cysies  the best time 1o go

-;%%;ésf’sf!’scéph?é h-m'ting-ssgmhe jfoﬁ.mgm start-

rival of & cold frant (fess thar ten mmuiav\;~ areh

and the u‘fifem;:s@miurta Had :

,apxaéfy drapped fiom 25 017 o _: X
in that period. Two {ther ( n
Adiders had been caught ear-
ligr tha same night. Tha hot-
test alr temperature | have ||
caught = Death Adder (A1
antarctious) active in wap 38
degress whan - subsadult
fomale wasa caught at dusk.
five minules prisr ’{@ the a‘
rivalof g cold front Wik

th‘?meyﬁﬁake Tongs 3
74" Snaka Toig $65.00
142’ Shake Tomg-‘?%_fﬁa 00

plus shipging.. . call 6f write for free catalog

R
38" Snake Tong $87.00 |
48" Snake Tong $68.00 §
|

table that bott snakeg had .

:i}@en it by a car imimediately i front of
my-own and . both sriakes disd within a-

fures ).

20

k ése:::em:a; ﬁ%c&nfi‘m,ﬁhﬂ mmham aﬂ@ activ-

3 dirt away from the road.

midity nights o also be the warmest (with
northawest winds, as opposed fothe more
common and cooler sea breszes), and
those aré the nights you find Adders!

Wien night-deiving in the Pilbara,
nights with nidst fain were offen too cool

~for Desert Deati Adders to be active {af-

ter the rai n) thus less tended 0 be caught

-on these nights (f the rain foll Befoe and

during dusk), These nighis weré also usu- |
ally t?ia_a hest frog nights,

As cold fronts accompanySoliow
most hot nights In Southern Australia, the
need fo worry about ther st usually neo-
essaly, provided the temperature is right.
However the temperatures indicated
(above) apply to the tims of driving {afler
dusk), NOT what the temperature gats o |
durtng the day preceding the night hunt

Ag already stated, the best way

. o find Acanthophis (and many other noc-

turnal shakes) s o drive along itle-used
roads through suitable {(known) habital, o
Bitumen roads are strongly praferrad over
dirt rosds for several reasons, the main
ane being thal it is easier to see snakes
crossing the roads and one can travel
faster along tham,

Snakes do not tend to hask on

: : roatls, sontrary to popular befief. Forthose
- whio mary think that roads tend to store heat

better than ground elsewhare {in adjacant

‘push), | suggest they by pulting their

hands on the road surface at night and |
then do the sams on an open patch of -
There will be -
fie ifany diference. Al night & (quiel) rond :
sffectively bacomes a simple strip of bush ‘
and snakes cross them as they neead o

Ve snakes are usuaiiy very @asy fo see,

5010 maximise the humbar caught it is

- advisable o driver as fast (legally and
-safely) as one possibly can,

Snakes seen colied up on a road
as opposed o the usual “crawling some-
where mode”, have almost cerfainly been
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fit by a passing car and been leyminally
m wed, Asnake colled on g roag is NOT

g natral position. Tens of thousands of
snakes, including thousands of
Acanthopivs die on Austrabia’s roads ane
nuaty.

- Apanthophis Bré selatively slow-
moving and tharafore .gasy to caplur
whah fousd grossing roads, Theanlyexs
ceptionio thiﬁ:@és ity Désert Death Adders,
“hwhieh ove: with, sui prising speed in &
sidewinder-like mafion wﬁer‘ startisd
Crossing a road. - My own gxpenews& i
that | usually miss atleast ong i ten Desert
Deathy Adders seen orossing roads, ThHose

snakes disappearintd roadside vegatativn -

before they are caught

Mast Acanthophis caught cross-
ing roads are males. These snakes are
presumably looking for mates.  The sex
lratio for adults found crossitg-mads. is
about 1 femais for every {en males seen.
For juveniles the ratin is more even. This
anproximate ralis has Besn arived at ver
imany hundred &mfsp&cmens& Eai g‘%%S‘
lonly found Ohé tarmale

separate br&en}‘%hgé uofurela‘zeai snakes that
ware housed in eollections 3,000 km apart.

Acanthophis found during the day
are usually found by chance. One enter-
priging man (Kai Bulllard) olalmed success
in finding Death Adders (A, anfarclicus)

" pear Sydnéy by using a Ryobe ™ Leaf

Biowar ity olear lsaf-litar in fikely spots (un-

~der Blackboy {Xanthorrhosa &p.) bushes

ang” similary 1o expuse resting  Death
Adders: Othérs; m{tiu<§=ng myself have

g;g::@m maEny MOUTE uing rakes o clear leafl
- Hitter without suctRss.

W@Si of Sydhey. thers is B creek
called. Fizoérald Creak, near Glenbrook,
which: ring inté the Na;}één River. It fiows
thialgh a'gorge. At the bottom of the gorge
abeout ten Death Adders (A anfarcticus)
were. caught resting on ground near the
craek by a numbiar.of raptile. people. All
wers caught in the period February-May.
Although none were fourdd in immediate

Cproximity to one ancther (as in a faw feel
‘apaity these finds did represent the clos-
‘e%t thing émc«wn fo date ta agc;r&qatmﬁ in

Death Adders. Aggregation as such in
Acanthophis 18 unknown,

Male combat in the wild or cap-
tivity has nevar been observed. My own
males, when housed together, usually ap-
peared to ignore one ancther, although 1)
did note it was relgtively unusual for two
malas fo attempt to mate the same female
at once. Stetfler (1983) believed that his |
male Acanthophis did have social inter-
actions and formed some sort of sociathi- |
erarchy. Further study {8 required.

No specimans have ever beer‘:
taken from inside termite mounds - even
in areas where [Desart) Degth Adders are
common and many termite mounds weare .
gpened up (Hoser, 1982). :

Whan capturing wild
Afzamﬁapﬁ 1 iz best o pin the snake |
with a :gger” stick, which consists of &
long stick with a smali fork at the end and
stretched rubber between the ends of the
fork. The snake is pinned somawhsre on |
its mid or forebody with the jigger and us-

ing & sacond  similar stick,

out of 20 ﬁ\dd@rs
caught crogeing foads,
in the Flibars.

This night-.
hunting sex ratio 8 nots
necoessarly a fruepieh i
twre of Avanfhophis:”

INFORMATION REQUEST
Al Pabfic and pﬁvaﬁé_w}}gﬁmrs im:ieli“ng five reptiles and/oramphibians
iR c:mﬁﬁﬁ'y isasked to eﬁé}ut;“ﬁhsﬂé to this asinual report

RE PZ% 18 M@ &N}D &M.&"HIEEANS IN CAPTIVI fY
3 ‘GFVE’TY & INVENTORY

the head and neck s pinned,
The snake is then picked up |
and placed in 2 bag.

Captive

- Acanthopiis | will become:
used to being picked up and |
maoved about with a simple
haok, negsting the repaated
need to roughly handle the
snakes in a manner likely to

numbers. My bwal : B

h{aed;ﬁg [T anle Ci?RR NT }%N{ERARY q5t QF FALH YEAR
showsd an 6‘«’@?‘! e s bv Frafle & Karé Sieweﬁs L

ratio at b%’i"ﬁh.‘ ﬂSSU?‘N"“_ 3"&5‘5& chie w.& veisirg Il HES ws'w:issﬁﬂamlm Est ﬁf@ach Fear 8 being

ing males 1o be the”
more mobis sek (they.

are the ones inoking for
mates), thare sould in
fact be & marginal
skewing of populations
in favaur of famalas;

with more males being.
vubnerable fo ‘Pragu
Shire's studiss.
%ﬂuvm ndicaiad oimﬂar :

ton)
iskewing.

Whign bréed-

ing Barkly Addars, Gow 3

and Bamett apg’s@, ared
io get & 2F T sex e
flo  in - offspring.

Whether thair resulis
wars unusuahdr typical

ufthe ‘race’ s veltd be
determined. . The
2FM respitdoot-

imented came Fhmtve
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upset them. As captives
they become relatively casy
lo handie, although Desert
Death Adders may remain
“flighty” affer some time in
captivity - particularly if
rarely handied and keptina
Spacious cage.

MNon-Australian,
readers do have access io!
Acanthophis. Larger Ameri- |
can reptile dealers and,
those who spedialise Inven-

‘omous snakes do occasion- |

ally get spacimens. | have
sman all three species on|
price Hals In the United
States. The most com-
morly sold are "indoresian”

- specimans, which usually

sedl for about USS 100-500

- each.
~ PART 2 Next Month
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