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ABSTRACT
The Death Adders, genus Acanthophis Daudin, 1803 are iconic viperine-like elapid snakes found in the

Australasian region.

Two new taxa within the subgenus Platyelapid Hoser, 2016 from Northern New Guinea are formally named

for the first time.

One species from the Bird's Head region of West Papua (Irian Jaya) is formally named as Acanthophis oxyi
sp. nov.. Another form from Kar Kar Island, Papua New Guinea is formally named Acanthophis crotalusei

karkarensis subsp. nov..

Both taxa are morphologically and reproductively isolated from nearest congeners.

Keywords: Herpetology; snake; death adder; elapid; Acanthophis; Platyelapid, New Guinea; Indonesia; PNG;
venomous; laevis; crotalusei; barnetti; new species; oxyi, new subspecies; karkarensis.

INTRODUCTION

The Death Adders, genus Acanthophis Daudin, 1803 are iconic
viperine-like elapid snakes found in the Australasian region.

I, Raymond Hoser, have been working on all aspects of the
genus for more than 40 years (see for example earlier papers of
Hoser 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984a, 1984b, 1985a, 1985b, 1985c,
1987). This included catching, keeping and breeding most
forms, inspection of most forms both live and in the entire
collections of this genus in most Museums in Australia and
elsewhere that hold any numbers of specimens, this including
specimens from all parts of the known range of these species.
Hoser (1998a) published the first full genus-wide revision of the
genus.

Prior to that paper, most authors (e.g. Cogger et al. 1983)
recognized just three species in the genus.

Hoser (1998), extended this number to include no less than 11
species and three additional subspecies for Australia and New
Guinea (a position tacitly agreed with by Cogger 2014 as shown
below).

While a gang of criminals known as the Wolfgang Wuster gang
of thieves have spent most of the 22 years since the publication
of Hoser (1998a) trying to tell people not to recognize the
species formally named by Hoser (1998a) (as well as all other
relevant papers of Hoser, including for example Hoser (2000a,
2000b, 2003 and 2004), their lies, deception and unscientific
methods as encapsulated in their non-peer reviewed rant of
Waster et al. (2001) can only hide the obvious truths for so long.
Also in year 2000, under the directions and harassment of the
Wolfgang Wiister gang, Cogger (2000), ignored the taxonomic
works of Hoser (1998a, 1998b) and in his major work on
Australian reptiles pretended these species did not exist.

This tactic of unscientific denial of the obvious continues even in
2020 as evidenced on the website of

Wister’s good mate Peter Uetz at:
http://reptile-database.reptarium.cz/
species?genus=Acanthophis&species=wellsi

where Uetz has written of the Pilbara Death Adder, Acanthophis
wellsei Hoser, 1998, “Synonymy: Not listed by COGGER 2000. “
in order to substantiate their ridiculous claim that the putative
species is nothing more than a strange looking Desert Death
Adder Acanthophis pyrrhus Boulenger, 1898.

However as other scientists independent of Hoser (1998a,
1998b) came to the same obvious conclusions as Hoser (1998a,
1998b), (e.g. Aplin and Donnellan 1989, Kuch et al. 2006), the
taxa formally named by Hoser (1998a, 1998b) became widely
accepted and the names generally used (e.g. Storr et al. 1992).
So by year 2014, the relevant species appeared in all recently
published books (e.g. Storr et al. 2002), including by that year’s
end in Cogger (2014) in Hal Cogger’s most recently updated
book covering all Australian reptiles.

This is a point that is deliberately ignored by the Wolfgang
Waister gang of thieves, who even as of year 2020, were still
claiming on the websites they control that , “Synonymy: Not
listed by COGGER 2000.”, (e.g. at http://reptile-
database.reptarium.cz/
species?genus=Acanthophis&species=wellsi and numerous
duplicate and mirror sites) and refused to concede that in
Cogger’s more recent work he did in fact recognize and include
the relevant Hoser species.

Further papers formally naming species of Acanthophis were
published by Hoser (2002) and Hoser (2014). Hoser (2016) also
erected a subgenus for the main New Guinea lineage of the
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genus.

Other papers of significance were Wells and Wellington (1985),
that named three putative species level taxa as well as Wells
(2002), that erected a putative genus for the Acanthophis
pyrrhus Boulenger, 1898 species complex.

While largely agreeing with the papers of Wells (2002) and that
of Wells and Wellington (1985), my papers Hoser (1998a, 2002,
2014 and 2016a), in summary agreed with two of their species,
relegated two others to subspecies and accepted but
downgraded their genus-level division to that of subgenus.

By 2013, after failing to raise enough lies and deception to
discourage herpetologists from accepting the validity of species
discovered and named by Hoser (e.g. Hoser 1998a, 1998b,
2000a, 2000b, 2003, 2004 and many other papers) or the
names of Wells and Wellington (1985), the Wolfgang Wuster
gang via Wolfgang Wuster himself wrote a blog in 2012, cited
here as Kaiser (2002b), later published as Kaiser et al. (2013).
That document told their supporters and anyone else who was a
like-minded thief, to steal works of Hoser, Wells and several
others and to engage in the nefarious practice of taxonomic
vandalism to steal these works and illegally rename the same
taxa in direct breach of the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature (Ride et al. 1999).

As of 2020, the number of species and genera illegally renamed
by the Wolfgang Wuster gang of thieves was approaching 100
taxa.

Of relevance to this paper is that in 2015, Wolfgang Wister and
others in his gang, published a so-called paper in an online
PRINO (peer reviewed in name only) Journal Zootaxa that
renamed Acanthophis lancasteri Wells and Wellington, 1985 as
Acanthophis cryptamydros Maddock, Ellis, Doughty, Smith and
Waister, 2015.

As that illegally coined name is a junior synonym of the proper
name Acanthophis lancasteri Wells and Wellington, 1985, it is
the earlier name that must always be used (Hoser, 2016,
Wellington 2016).

As far back as 1978 when inspecting Death Adders held at the
Australian Museum in Sydney, | was aware that the specimens
from Kar Kar Island, Madang Province, Papua New Guinea were
morphologically distinct from those on the nearby mainland.
However the classification of Hoser (1998) made a specific point
of not considering insular island forms on the basis it was
uncertain as to how long they had been separated from nearby
mainland populations.

Hoser (2016b) formally named a subspecies of skink on Kar Kar
Island and Hoser (2019c) formally described and named Emoia
karkarensis Hoser, 2019 being known only from Kar Kar. Island.
That taxon was also deemed a full species, separate from
mainland forms on the basis morphological differences and a
published molecular divergence indicating separation in excess
of 1 MYA.

Hence it is clear that insular reptiles on Kar Kar Island may be
sufficiently divergent to warrant taxonomic recognition at either
subspecies or species level. Therefore the Death Adders on this
island are herein formally named for the first time as a
subspecies of their nearest relative. They are therefore
described herein as Acanthophis crotalusei karkarensis subsp.
nov..

Another species of Death Adder from the Bird’'s Head region of
West Papua (Irian Jaya) was not named previously on the basis
of a lack of available specimens.

Similar, but slightly different animals are also found on Biak and
across the north of Irian Jaya to near the Papua New Guinea
border and are herein tentatively treated as conspecific.

The Bird’s head taxon is still only known from a tiny number of
specimens, but due to the rate of accelerating habitat
destruction in the relevant region, it is important that this species
be formally named as soon as possible and before extinction
becomes a more immediate threat as identified in the papers of
Hoser (2019a, 2019b).

The snake is formally named as Acanthophis oxyi sp. nov..
The two new species fit within the New Guinea subgenus
Platyelapid Hoser, 2016.

Both taxa are both morphologically and reproductively isolated
from nearest congeners.

ZOOTAXA AND THE WOLFGANG WUSTER GANG OF
THIEVES

Overuse of illegally coined names of species and self-citation by
the Wolfgang Wister gang of thieves in the online PRINO (Peer
reviewed in name only) journal “Zootaxa” that they control, led to
that journal being blackballed by Clarivate, the company behind
the “Impact Factor”, widely used by academics to measure
credibility of scientific journals (Oransky, 2020).

The Wolfgang Wiister gang of thieves have been at war against
the rules of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
(Ride et al. 1999) for decades (see Hoser 2007).

Their more recent war cry manifesto known as “Kaiser et al.
(2013)", although in fact written by Wolfgang Wister (see Kaiser
2012a) as frequently amended (see also Kaiser 2012, 2012b,
2013, 2014a and 2014b) and the claims within it, have been
discredited numerous times (e.g. Cogger (2014), Dubois (2014),
Dubois et al. (2019), Eipper (2013), Hoser (2007, 2009, 2012a,
2012b, 2015a-f, 2019a-b), Mutton (2014a, 2014b), Shea (2013a-
d), Thorpe (2013, 2014a, 2014b), Wellington (2013, 2014a,
2014b), Wells (2013, 2014) and sources cited therein).
Notwithstanding these setbacks the Wolfgang Wiister gang
remain undeterred and continue to commit acts of internet
trolling, running countless fake accounts online for peddling
hatred and lies, as well as engaging in overt scientific fraud,
property theft, assault, vandalism, money fraud, money scams,
rapes, child sex offences, trafficking of amphetamines, animal
abuse and cruelty, wildlife smuggling, shooting people (yes, two
of the group have been convicted of this) and other serious
crimes (Supreme Court of Western Australia 2009, Hobbs 2010,
Goodman 2019).

Some members of the group have been charged and jailed for
various crimes, including for example David John Williams,
convicted and fined $7,500 for animal cruelty and wildlife
smuggling at the Cairns Magistrates Court, Damien Mark
Harding jailed for child sex offences, Seth Pywell fined for his
role in the shooting two people, Matthew Gatt fined $8,000 for
the theft of a rare snake and Andrew Browne jailed for child sex
offences, but the group ring leaders Wolfgang Wiister, Mark
O’Shea and Wulf Schleip have managed to avoid criminal
sanctions to date.

Wolfgang Wister and Mark O’Shea even post images of
themselves committing crimes online, but have somehow
managed to avoid criminal charges.

As of 2020, members of the Wolfgang Wiister gang of thieves
had plagiarised works of other scientists and in breach of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature illegally renamed
nearly 100 species and genera previously formally named by
other ethical scientists.

Keeping count of their acts of taxonomic vandalism and theft is
an extremely difficult task, but lists of these acts are regularly
published!

The gang have then by use of countless false accounts and
false identities, created a false veneer online that their illegal
names are the correct names and that the earlier proper names
should not be used.

Noting that Wolfgang Wister gang of thieves have already tried
to rename at least one species of Death Adder, people should
be mindful of almost certain further acts of taxonomic vandalism
by this gang of thieves in PRINO journals they control, including
the PRINO Online “journal” Zootaxa, in terms of the new names
erected in this paper.

PRINO is an acronym for “Peer reviewed in name only” which is
the term best described for the online journals that that
Wolfgang Wuster gang of thieves members publish their
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fraudulent papers in.

The journals such as the predatory PRINO journal “Zootaxa”
have near zero respect for the principles of science, or ethics
and significantly papers published in them are either not peer
reviewed in any way, or alternatively the process is so shambolic
as to be non-existent in any meaningful way.

See also Oransky (2020).

While peer review is not a mandatory requirement of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, it is regarded as
the gold standard in scientific publishing and is therefore
generally expected in such publications.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

While these have been inferred already, | shall briefly state what
they were.

Specimens of all known species Death Adders (Genus
Acanthophis Daudin, 1803) were inspected either live or dead
over a period spanning more than 40 years as was all relevant
and available literature. This included all previous descriptions of
taxa, including known synonyms as cited in previous papers of
myself including Hoser (1998a, 2002, 2014 and 2016) and
synonyms published in Cogger et al. (1983).

Of particular relevance to this review, were phylogenetic and
morphological studies of reptiles that helped identify
biogeographical barriers for species similarly eco-constrained as
Death Adders as well as geological studies that helped identify
potential barriers to dispersion of populations.

Included in the audit were photos of species with good locality
data and distribution maps from State Museums, based on
specimens in their collections, noting that for relevant species,
the historical distributions may be very different to the extant
distributions.

Where available and applicable, fossil specimens and records
were also reviewed.

Past descriptions and synonymies were reviewed with a view to
using available names for species groups if they had been
properly proposed in the past but in the case of the two relevant
taxa in this paper, no names were available.

Publications relevant to the taxonomic and nomenclatural
conclusions in terms of the genus Acanthophis sensu lato
including all descriptions of all known species, including all
known synonyms, and specifically relevant to the taxonomic
decisions in terms of the two newly named forms include the
following: Aplin and Donnellan (1999), Boulenger (1896, 1898),
Cogger (2000, 2014), Cogger et al. (1983), Daudin (1803), de
Rooij (1917), Gunther (1863), Hoser (1989, 1991, 1995a, 1998a,
2002, 2014, 2016a, 2016b, 2019c), Kuch et al. (1986), Macleay
(1877), Maddock et al. (2016), McDowall (1984), Ramsay
(1877), Ride et al. (1999), Shaw and Nodder (1802), Storr
(1981), Wellington (2016), Wells (2002), Wells and Wellington
(1985), and sources cited therein.

RESULTS

As already stated in the abstract, two hitherto unnamed forms
have been identified, these being that from the Bird's Head
region of Indonesian New Guinea and other from Kar Kar Island,
Madang, Papua New Guinea. Both are formally named as new
taxa for the first time, in accordance with the rules of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (Ride et al.
1999).

INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE FORMAL DESCRIPTIONS
THAT FOLLOW

There is no conflict of interest in terms of this paper or the
conclusions arrived at herein.

Several people including anonymous peer reviewers who
revised the manuscript prior to publication are also thanked as
are relevant staff at museums who made specimens and
records available in line with international obligations over a
period spanning more than 40 years.

All necessary government issued wildlife licenses, permits and
authorities were obtained as needed.
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In terms of the following formal descriptions, spellings should
not be altered in any way for any purpose unless expressly and
exclusively called for by the rules governing Zoological
Nomenclature as administered by the International Commission
of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN).

In the unlikely event two or more newly named taxa are deemed
to be the same by a first reviser, then the name to be used and
retained is that which first appears in this paper by way of page
priority and as listed in the abstract keywords.

Some material in descriptions for taxa may be repeated for other
taxa in this paper and this is necessary to ensure each fully
complies with the provisions of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature (Fourth edition) (Ride et al. 1999) as
amended online since.

Material downloaded from the internet and cited anywhere in this
paper was downloaded and checked most recently as of 20
June 2020 (e.g. the Peter Uetz website) (including if also viewed
prior), unless otherwise stated and was accurate in terms of the
content cited herein as of that date.

Unless otherwise stated explicitly, colour and other descriptions
apply to living adult specimens of generally good health and not
under any form of stress by means such as excessive cool,
heat, dehydration or abnormal skin or reaction to chemical or
other input.

While numerous texts and references were consulted prior to
publication of this paper, the criteria used to separate the
relevant species or subspecies has already been spelt out and/
or is done so within each formal description and does not rely on
material within publications not explicitly cited herein.
CONSERVATION

In terms of conservation of each population of each newly
described taxon, the relevant comments in Hoser (1989, 1991,
1993, 1995h, 1996, 2019a and 2019b) apply.

Wildlife laws as currently enforced in Papua New Guinea and
Indonesia, are not in a materially significant way enhancing the
long-term survival prospects of any of the relevant species.
Over breeding of humans and the environmental problems
associated with this overpopulation are by far the greatest long
term threat to each and every relevant species, noting that
already liberated feral pest species continue to cause ongoing
stress and decline of the relevant species as explicitly detailed in
Hoser (1991).

ACANTHOPHIS (PLATYELAPID) OXYI SP. NOV.

LSIDURN:LSID:ZOOBANK.ORG:ACT:811A7CA7-DB9E-4E5D-
B9D9-DBD80C72423C

Holotype: A preserved specimen at the Museum of
Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, USA, specimen number MCZ Herp R-7565,
collected from Manokwari, West Papua Province, Indonesia,
Latitude -0.8667 S., Longitude 134.0833 E. This facility allows
access to its holdings.

Diagnosis: Acanthophis oxyi sp. nov. is readily separated from
all other species of Acanthophis by the following unique
combination of characters: Anterior two upper labials and rostral,
wholly grey brown and without any white, rear two upper labials
ivory white, each with a large black spot on the upper margin of
anterior labial and upper rear of posterior labial; on flanks, each
of lower two rows of scales are as follows: brown edged but with
most of scale, including centres, being large black spots, these
running the length of the body, with blotches in upper row being
as large or larger than those in the lower row (in contrast to a
similar arrangement in all other species that may be similar),
black markings on chin do not reach the lower lip; unique to this
species is a well defined fold of skin or ridge running from the
mid-section of the back of the eye, in a diagonal downward
direction to run along the upper margin of the two rear upper
labials (those being the white ones, with black near the upper
margin). The ridge line dissolves above end of the second last
upper labial. A lesser ridge runs anterior to the eye from mid-

Available online at www.herp.net

Copyright- Kotabi Publishing - All rights reserved




16 Australasian Journal of Herpetology

section to nostril. Scale above the eye is moderately raised in
adults.

Acanthophis laevis Macleay, 1877 and other related taxa from
south of the main central cordillera, being the species
morphologically most similar to A. oxyi sp. nov. do not have the
well defined rows of black spots running the entire length of the
lower flanks or the well-defined fold of skin or ridge posterior to
the eye.

Acanthophis barnetti Hoser, 1998, of the nominate form, from
the Sepik River region and potentially east of there in Papua
New Guinea is readily separated from A. oxyi sp. nov. by having
black on the chin running up the lower labials as well formed
bars and clearly entering the lip. Dark spots on the two rear
upper labials are not well-defined as they are bordered at the
upper margins with grey or grey peppering. Furthermore in A.
barnetti upper anterior labials are whitish at the lower margins.
These same characters separate the morphologically similar A.
crotalusei Hoser, 1998, save for the fact that the black on the
lower labials does not quite enter the lower lip and black spotting
on the anterior upper labials is relatively prominent.

Other less similar species within Acanthophis including the
highly rugose southern New Guinea Acanthophis rugosus
(Loveridge, 1948) and the other Australian species, are
separated from the preceding taxa on the basis of the original
descriptions in Hoser (1998a and 2002),

Distribution: A. oxyi sp. nov. is only definitively known from the
upper birds head region of Irian Jaya, Indonesia, being the type
locality. However morphologically similar specimens from Biak
and north of the central cordillera in Irian Jaya, as far east as at
least Jayapura are tentatively assigned to this species. A.
barnetti Hoser, 1998 is found in the Sepik River region of PNG,
this being presumably an eastern limit for putative A. oxyi sp.
nov..

Etymology: A. oxyi sp. nov. is named in honour of a Great Dane
dog, Oxyuranus, AKA “Oxy” (now deceased) who for 8 years
guarded the research facility of this author from attacks and
thefts. Oxyuranus Kinghorn, 1923 is the genus name for a well-
known group of highly venomous elapid snakes.
ACANTHOPHIS (PLATYELAPID) CROTALUSEI
KARKARENSIS SUBSP. NOV.
LSIDurn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:30CAF45A-E182-4E7E-B64D-
C629B8D88271

Holotype: A preserved specimen at the Australian Museum,
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, specimen number
R.121443 collected from Kulkul Plantation, Karkar Island,
Madang District, Papua New Guinea, Latitude -4.37 S.,
Longitude 145.54 E. This government-owned facility allows
access to its holdings.

Paratypes: Two preserved specimens at the Australian
Museum, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, specimen
numbers R122103 and R122104 collected from Karkar Island,
Madang District, Papua New Guinea, Latitude -4.37 S.,
Longitude 145.54 E.

Diagnosis: Acanthophis crotalusei karkarensis subsp. nov. is
the taxon of Death Adder (Genus Acanthophis Daudin, 1803)
from Kar Kar Island, Madang District, Papua New Guinea. It
would normally key out as A. crotalusei Hoser, 1998 as
diagnosed by Hoser (1998a), being the most proximally close
species, but is separated from nominate A. crotalusei by having
well defined black spots in the centres of the middle and rear
upper labials, which are otherwise purely white, versus middle
and rear upper labials that are otherwise peppered in nominate
A. crotalusei (and A. barnetti Hoser, 1998). As seen in nominate
A. crotalusei and A. barnetti the two rows of scales of the lower
flanks are not prominently spotted with black in the centre of
each scale as seen in A. oxyi sp. nov.. Dorsal light bands in A.
crotalusei karkarensis subsp. nov. are distinct, being at least
one scale in width along most of the body, versus indistinct and/
or less than this in both nominate A. crotalusei and A. barnetti.

The brown stripe at the rear of the head is thin in nominate A.
crotalusei and A. barnetti and wide in A. crotalusei karkarensis
subsp. nov.

Distribution:  A. crotalusei karkarensis subsp. nov. is known
only from Kar Kar Island, Madang Province, Papua New Guinea.
Etymology: The new subspecies is named in reflection of where
it is known to occur.
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