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ABSTRACT
The genus name Litotescincus Wells and Wellington, 1985, type species Mocoa metallica O’'Shaughnessy,
1874 has been effectively unused in herpetology since it was coined by the original authors. However recent
phylogenetic studies including that of Pyron et al. (2013) have effectively validated the placement of the
species group into its own genus (apart from all other available names) and so the name is used here.
A population of skinks until now treated as a regional variant of the widespread species L. metallica
(O’Shaughnessy, 1874), from southern Tasmania is herein described as a new species L. wellsi sp. nov..

It is named in recognition of the perceptive contributions to herpetology by the lead author of Wells and

Wellington (1985), namely Richard Wells.

Significantly in their 1985 paper Wells and Wellington wrote of the species L. metallica: “Herein regarded as a

complex of a number of undescribed species”.
This paper effectively confirms that view.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus name Litotescincus Wells and Wellington, 1985, type
species Mocoa metallica O’Shaughnessy, 1874 has been
effectively unused in herpetology since it was coined by the
original authors.

At the same time, the same authors proposed hundreds of
names for various species and genera in Australia and New
Zealand and history has shown their judgements to be mainly
correct.

This includes as seen in the major work of Cogger (2014), which
is littered with Wells and Wellington “names” throughout the
book’s over 1000 pages.

The three major works by Wells and Wellington in the period
1983-1985, including that which coined the name Litotescincus,
were the subject of an attempted suppression by a band of
thieves intent on stealing the “name authority” for the hundreds
of species and genera formally named by the two men in these
works. This history was outlined by the ICZN in their final
decision of 1991 (see anonymous 1988 and ICZN 1991).

A second similar attempt by Robert Sprackland to steal “name
authority” for the taxon described as “Odatria keithhornei Wells
and Wellington, 1985 failed (ICZN 2001). Sprackland had
attempted to name the same species after his wife, even though
he knew he was engaging in a highly illegal act of taxonomic
vandalism.

“Name authority” for taxa is legally owned intellectual property
and cannot be stolen or misappropriated and this was made

known to the ICZN in a submission in the 1980’s (see Hoser
2015a-f and sources cited therein).

The relevant species is now known as Shireenhosersaurea
keithhornei (Wells and Wellington, 1985), as defined by Hoser
(2013).

More recent campaigns by the same band of thieves to steal
“name authority” from myself (Hoser), and Wells again are
outlined by ICZN (2000) and Hoser (2015a-f, including sources
cited therein).

Recent phylogenetic studies including that of Pyron et al. (2013)
have effectively validated the placement of the species group
Litotescincus Wells and Wellington, 1985, type species Mocoa
metallica O’Shaughnessy, 1874 as conceived by Wells and
Wellington into its own genus and so the name Litotescincus is
used here, being the only correct available name for the species
group.

The genus name Carinascincus Wells and Wellington, 1985,
type species Leiolopisma greeni Rawlinson, 1975 has been
applied to the Mocoa metallica O’'Shaughnessy, 1874 species
group by many authors in the period since 1991, including the
conservative Hal Cogger in Cogger (2014).

However on the basis of the morphological differences between
the relevant type species and the published molecular results of
Pyron et al. (2013), it is self evident that in time Litotescincus will
be the properly applied genus name to the relevant species
group.

In 1990 and in a foolish anticipation of an illegal ICZN ruling
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against the works of Wells and Wellington, Hutchinson et al.
(1990) unlawfully coined the name Niveoscincus (with the same
type species as Carinascincus) in order to scoop “name
authority” from others.

The name was widely used for a short time including in some of
the references cited, but as it is an illegal junior synonym, with
no potential for proper useage under the rules of the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (Ride et al.
1999), it is no longer used by professional herpetologists
anywhere.

Mention is made of the band of thieves known as the Wister
gang, as detailed by Hoser (2015a-f) and sources cited therein,
who continue to illegally coin and use names in order to try to
improperly steal name authority from other authors, including
Wells and Wellington. On a site they control, called “Reptile
Database” ostensibly managed by one Peter Uetz, as recently
as early 2016, when this paper was being finalized, the illegal
name Niveoscincus was being touted as the correct name for
the genus Carinascincus (Uetz 2016a).

To justify his illegal actions, Uetz, claimed to be operating under
the auspices of a so-called “Scientific Advisory Board” that he
had allegedly appointed (Uetz 2016b). However the membership
list is in the main part the band of thieves and “non-scientists”
comprising the Wister gang, with such names as the criminal
Mark O’Shea from the UK, Wiister himself (from Wales) and
another well-known thief by the name of Steven Blair Hedges
(Uetz 2016a, 2016b).

Hence they are using the Uetz site to foist their illegal brand of
nomenclature and fictional taxonomy, including for example the
various imagined Leiopython species invented by Wulf Schleip
in 2008 (Schleip 2008, as detailed by Hoser 2009) on the rest of
the world, trying to portray the site as some kind of “official”
scientific portal.

Mention is made of all these antics in this paper because as a
result of the highly illegal extreme taxonomic and nomenclatural
vandalism of the Wuster gang, it is likely that people will
continue to see the unlawful name Niveoscincus applied to the
species discussed within this paper, including for example in
some of the otherwise very useful references cited herein.

As part of an audit of skinks assumed to be within the species L.
metallica | determined that a population from the far south-west
of Tasmania, treated until now as a variant of L. metallica, was in
fact a very different species.

This population of skinks until now treated as a regional variant
of the widespread species L. metallica (O’'Shaughnessy, 1874),
from southern Tasmania is herein described as a new species L.
wellsi sp. nov..

It is named in recognition of the perceptive contributions to
herpetology by the lead author of Wells and Wellington (1985),
namely Richard Wells.

Significantly in their 1985 paper Wells and Wellington wrote of
the species L. metallica: “Herein regarded as a complex of a
number of undescribed species”.

This paper effectively confirms that view.

Significant data in relation to this species and other so-called
variants of L. metallica, including those from southern Victoria
was seized in an illegal armed raid on our facility on 17 August
2011 (Court of Appeal Victoria 2014, VCAT 2015). In spite of
court orders to return all stolen goods, much was not and that
which was came back was generally irreparably damaged. It
isn't necessary to detail other violent illegal acts committed
during the armede raid, such as shoving guns in the faces of
vulnerable young children, killing of supposedly protected native
fauna, to wit snakes, all filmed by the government wildlife
officers themselves as they committed their crimes, most of
which was later played back to them in a court of law.

What is significant is that the theft of this material delayed the
publication of this paper indefinitely. However | have decided
that five years hence, the conservation imperative to formally
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name undescribed taxa outweighs any defects caused by less
data being available at the time of publication. Hence this paper
is published now.

Published literature relevant to the species L. metallica and L.
wellsi sp. nov. as described herein include the following:
Brongersma (1942), Chapple and Swain (2004), Cogger (2014),
Gray (1845), Greer (1982), Hurtchinson and Schwaner (1991),
Hutchinson et al. (2001), Melville and Swain (2000a, 2000b),
O’Shaughnessy (1874), Rawlinson (1975), Wells and Wellington
(1983, 1985), Wilson and Swan (2010), Wu et al. (2014) and
sources cited therein.

LITOTESCINCUS WELLSI SP. NOV.

Holotype: A preserved specimen at the National Museum of
Victoria, Melbourne, Australia, Museum Victoria Herpetology
Collection, Catalogue number D62303, collected from New
Harbour, South-west Tasmania, Australia, Latitude -43.52,
Longitude 146.17.

The National Museum of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia is a
government-owned facility that allows access to its holdings.

Diagnosis: Litotescincus wellsi sp. nov. is similar in most
respects to L. metallica, the species it was previously treated as.
However it is readily separated from that species by colouration.
This species is characterised by being heavily striped (unlike L.
metallica) and lacks significant dorsal or lateral speckling found
on typical L. metallica. Furthermore Litotescincus wellsi sp. nov.
have strongly keeled scales, not seen in L. metallica.

Diagnostic characters for separation of L. wellsi sp. nov. and L.
metallica (treated as the same species) from all other
Litotescincus and Carinascincus, all treated as Carinascincus is
in Cogger (2014).

Distribution:  Far south-west Tasmania only.

Etymology: The species is named in recognition of the
perceptive contributions to herpetology by the lead author of
Wells and Wellington (1985), namely Richard Wells, now
currently resident of near Lismore, northern New South Wales,
Australia.

NOTES ON THIS DESCRIPTION FOR ANY POTENTIAL
REVISORS

Unless mandated by the rules of the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature, the spelling of the newly proposed
name should not be altered in any way.

REFERENCES CITED

Anonymous (editor of BZN) 1988. Comments: Three works by
Richard W. Wells and C. Ross Wellington: proposed
suppression for nomenclatural purposes. Bulletin of Zoological
Nomenclature 45(2):153.

Brongersma, L. D. 1942. Notes on scincid lizards. Zool. Meded.
R. Mus. Nat. Hist. Leiden 24:125-152.

Chapple, D. G. and Swain, R. 2004. Caudal autotomy does not
influence thermoregulatory characteristics in the metallic skink,
Niveoscincus metallicus. Amphibia-Reptilia 25(3):326-333.
Cogger, H. G. 2014. Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia, 7th
edition. CSIRO Publishing, xxx+1033 pp.

Cogger, H. G., Cameron, E. E. and Cogger, H. M. 1983.
Zoological Catalogue of Australia (1): Amphibia and Reptilia.
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, ACT,
Australia:313 pp.

Court of Appeal Victoria. 2014. Hoser v Department of
Sustainability and Environment [2014] VSCA 206 (5 September
2014).

Gray, J. E. 1845. Catalogue of the specimens of lizards in the
collection of the British Museum. Trustees of The British
Museum/Edward Newman, London:xxvii+289 pp.

Greer, A. E. 1982. A new species of Leiolopisma (Lacertilia:
Scincidae) from Western Australia. Records of the Australian
Museum 34(12):549-573.

Hoser, R. T. 2009. Creationism and contrived science: A review

Available online at www.herp.net

Copyright- Kotabi Publishing - All rights reserved




54 Australasian Journal of Herpetology

of recent python systematics papers and the resolution of issues
of taxonomy and nomenclature. Australasian Journal of
Herpetology 2:1-34.

Hoser, R. T. 2013. Monitor Lizards reclassified with some
common sense (Squamata: Sauria: Varanidae). Australasian
Journal of Herpetology 21:41-58.

Hoser, R. T. 2015a. Dealing with the “truth haters” ... a
summary! Introduction to Issues 25 and 26 of Australasian
Journal of Herpetology. Including “A timeline of relevant key
publishing and other events relevant to Wolfgang Wister and
his gang of thieves.” and a “Synonyms list". Australasian Journal
of Herpetology 25:3-13.

Hoser, R. T. 2015b. The Wister gang and their proposed “Taxon
Filter”: How they are knowingly publishing false information,
recklessly engaging in taxonomic vandalism and directly
attacking the rules and stability of zoological nomenclature.
Australasian Journal of Herpetology 25:14-38.

Hoser, R. T. 2015c. Best Practices in herpetology: Hinrich
Kaiser's claims are unsubstantiated. Australasian Journal of
Herpetology 25:39-52.

Hoser, R. T, 2015d. Comments on Spracklandus Hoser, 2009
(Reptilia, Serpentes, ELAPIDAE): request for confirmation of the
availability of the generic name and for the nomenclatural
validation of the journal in which it was published (Case 3601,
see BZN 70: 234-237; comments BZN 71:30-38, 133-135).
(unedited version) Australasian Journal of Herpetology 27:37-42.
Hoser, R. T. 2015e. PRINO (Peer reviewed in name only)
journals: When quality control in scientific publications fails.
Australasian Journal of Herpetology 26:3-64.

Hoser, R. T. 2015f. Rhodin et al. 2015, Yet more lies,
misrepresentations and falsehoods by a band of thieves intent
on stealing credit for the scientific works of others. Australasian
Journal of Herpetology 27:3-36.

Hutchinson, M. D. and Schwaner, T. D. 1991. Genetic
relationships among the Tasmanian scincid lizards of the genus
Niveoscincus. Journal of Herpetology 25(1):49-58.

Hutchinson, M. N., Donnellan, S. C., Baverstock, P. R., Krieg,
M., Simms, S. and Burgin, S. 1990. Immunological relationships
and generic revision of the Australian lizards assigned to the
genus Leiolopisma (Scincidae: Lygosominae). Australian Journal
of Zoology 38(5):535-554.

Hutchinson, M., Swain, R, and Driessen, M. 2001. Snakes and
Lizards of Tasmania. Department of Primary Industries, Water
and Environment, Tasmania:63 pp.

ICZN. 1991. Case 2531, Decision of the Commission: Three
works by Richard W. Wells and C. Ross Wellington: proposed
suppression for nomenclatural purposes. Bulletin of Zoological
Nomenclature 48(4):337-338.

ICZN. 2001. Opinion 1970 Odatria keithhornei Wells &
Wellington, 1985 (Reptilia, Squamata): specific name placed on
the Official List. Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 58(1):74.
Melville, J. and Swain, R. 2000a. Evolutionary relationships
between morphology, performance and habitat openness in the
lizard genus Niveoscincus (Scincidae: Lygosominae). Biological
Journal of the Linnean Society 70:667-683.

Melville, J. and Swain, R. 2000b. Mitochondrial DNA-sequence
based phylogeny and biogeography of the snow skinks
(Squamata: Scincidae: Niveoscincus) of Tasmania.
Herpetologica 56(2):196-208.

O’Shaughnessy, A. W. E. 1874. A description of a new species
of Scincidae in the collection of the British Museum. Ann. Mag.
nat. Hist. (4)13:298-301.

Pyron, R. A., Burbrink, F. T. and Wiens, J. J. 2013. A phylogeny
and revised classification of Squamata,

including 4151 species of lizards and snakes. BMC Evolutionary
Biology 13:93.

Rawlinson, P. A. 1975. Two new lizard species from the genus

Leiolopisma (Scincidae: Lygosominae) in south-eastern
Australia and Tasmania. Mem. Natl. Mus. Victoria 36:1-16.
Ride, W. D. L. (ed.) et al. (on behalf of the International
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature) 1999. International
code of Zoological Nomenclature (Fourth edition). The Natural
History Museum - Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, UK (also
commonly cited as “The Rules”, “Zoological Rules” or “ICZN
19997).

Schleip, W. 2008. Revision of the Genus Leiopython Hubrecht
1879 (Serpentes: Pythonidae) with the Redescription of Taxa
Recently Described by Hoser (2000) and the Description of New
Species. Journal of Herpetology 42(4):645-667.

Uetz, P. (ed.) 2016a. Niveoscincus greeni (RAWLINSON, 1975)
http://reptile-database.reptarium.cz/
species?genus=Niveoscincus&species=greeni

downloaded on 1 April 2016.

Uetz, P. (ed.) 2016b. The Reptile Database: organization http://
www.reptile-database.org/db-info/sab.html

downloaded on 1 April 2016.

VCAT (Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal). 2015. Hoser
v Department of Environment Land Water and Planning (Review
and Regulation) [2015] VCAT 1147 (30 July 2015).

Wells, R. W. and Wellington, C. R. 1983. A synopsis of the
Class Reptilia in Australia. Australian Journal of Herpetology
1(3-4):73-129.

Wells, R. W. and Wellington, C. R. 1985. A classification of the
Amphibia and Reptilia of Australia. Australian Journal of
Herpetology Supplementary Series 1:1-61.

Wilson, S. and Swan, G. 2010. A complete guide to reptiles of
Australia, Third edition. New Holland, Chatswood, NSW,
Australia:558 pp.

Wu, Q., Fong, C. K., Thompson, M. B. and Murphy, C. R. 2014.
Changes to the uterine epithelium during the reproductive cycle
of two viviparous lizard species (Niveoscincus spp.). Acta
Zoologica (Stockholm) 96:497-509.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The author has no known conflicts of interest in terms of this
paper and conclusions within.

Australasian Journal of Herpetology
ISSN 1836-5698 (Print)

ISSN 1836-5779 (Online)
Publishes original research in printed form in
relation to reptiles, other fauna and related matters,
including the subjects of classification, ecology,

public interest, legal, captivity, exposure of frauds,
“academic misconduct”, etc.

It is a peer reviewed printed journal published in
hard copy for permanent public scientific record,
with a sizeable print run and has a global audience.

Full details at:
http://www.herp.net

Available online at www.herp.net

Copyright- Kotabi Publishing - All rights reserved

Hoser 2016 - Australasian Journal of Herpetology 33:52-54.



