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Here we review research over the past quarter century regard] o

popular and economically valuable group of smakes referred to pe t .
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These phenomena ultimately yield incomplete lineage so
tlonary time. We diseuss future directions to resolve thes
eses about pythons will be limited, including hy pothesos o
as sister to the Tndo-Australian clade are interpreted to
Gondwanan origin is supported when the Indo-Austr:
deseribe the morphology of two recently proposed geners
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INTRODUCTION
Pythons (Pythonidac} are an ancient Old Worl
lineage composed of both diminutive and gis

stricling specics (Henderson & Powell, 2007;

*Corresponding author.

© 2015 The Linnean Society of London, Zoologi

Ay

o)

el

N

e
on
o




