Snakebusters - The Reptile Experts

Questions and answers for after the (generic) live show.

Q/ What's the best way to avoid snakebite?

A/ Avoid snakes.  Walk away when you see one.

Q/ Are there any non-venomous snakes native to Melbourne?

A/ No.

Q/ What do you do if you find yourself standing next to a snake?

A/ Stay still and wait for it to move off.

Q/ If bitten by a snake, what do you do?

A/ Broad constrictive, pressure bandage on the limb to the joint (shoulder or thigh) and call an ambulance or have someone drive you to hospital.  Leave bandage on until after medical attention given. Let the doctor remove it.

Q/ How many species of Deadly snake are there in Victoria?

A/ Four

Q/ What are they?

A/ Tiger, Brown, Copperhead and Red-bellied Black.

Q/ What is the most common snake in Melbourne?

A/ Tiger Snake.

Q/ How do you tell a Tiger snake apart from the others?

A/ Thick-set snake with a relatively large head without markings on the head.

Q/ What sets a copperhead apart from all other deadly Victorian snakes?

A/ Light etching of the scales at the front of the head.  No other snakes have this.

Q/ What colour can a copperhead be?

A/ Any!

Q/ How do you tell a Red-bellied Black Snake from the other three deadly species.

A/ Black on top, red belly and no markings on front of head between scales.

Q/ How do you tell a Brown snake apart from the other three deadly species?

A/ Thinner build usually and a yellowish belly with red or orange squiggles along it.

Q/ What colour can a brown snake be?

A/ Usually brown, but anything from black, to white, silver, green or brown.

Q/ What benefit are snakes to humans?

A/ They eat rodents.

Q/ What damage do rodents cause to humans and their lifestyle.

A/ Rodents eat wires causing electrical fires and damaging phone wires.  Repairs to these wires are the biggest cost to maintaining the phone system.  Reptiles keep phone bills down.

Q/ What is the only good snake?

A/ A pregnant snake!

Q/ When are the only two times that snakes bite people (2 reasons only)?

A/ Food or fear.

Classification questions:

Q/ What class are snakes in?

A/ Reptilia.

Q/ What order are snakes in?

A/ Squamata (snakes and lizards).

Q/ What is the diagnostic feature of squamates.

A/ Two hemipenes (like penises) in males, as well as a scaly skin.

Q/ How do you tell snakes apart from lizards?

A/ Forked tongue in snakes.  Broad tongue in lizards.  The only lizards with forked tongues also have well developed legs (e.g. Monitor lizards).  Snakes have broad belly scales, lizards don't.  Lizards have ear holes and snakes don't.

Q/ Are Tiger Snakes and Black Snakes in the same family?

A/ Yes

Q/ What family are Tiger Snakes in?

A/ Elapidae

Q/ What family are Carpet Snakes in?

A/ Pythonidae.

Q/ What genus are Tiger Snakes in?

A/ Notechis.

Q/ What genus are Black snakes in?

A/ Pseudechis.

Q/ What is the difference between a species (two different ones) and a subspecies (two different ones)?

A/ The subspecies can cross-breed, and the species cannot.

Q/ How many species of Death Adder are there?

A/ 15 at least.

Q/ How many subspecies of Red-bellied Black snake are there?

A/ Three at least.
